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It’s Summer in Aston
Abbotts

Check inside for all the latest news, reviews
and events in June.
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Editorial
Hello fellow Abbotts. A bit of a
monologue this month but a few
important points to raise.
Aston Abbotts have some
wonderful people as residents. Two
months ago I mentioned Colin
Higgs who has served on the Parish
Council among other committees
for 50 years.
This month I must mention Gary
Moult. Gary has given blood
Platelets for 5 years and has
reached his 100th donation at the
John Radcliffe Hospital. Gary’s
platelets are of a rare blood type
and continue to help people with
cancer and other conditions. I know
he has cancelled holidays and
appointments to donate and
nothing gets in the way of his
regular donation days. He certainly
would be included on the Aston
Abbotts list of heroes if there were
such a list. Please let us know of
other heroes/heroines within the
village who should have a mention.
The JR Hospital and others are
appealing for more donors to
donate blood.

I must include this minute from the
Parish meeting and my comment
on behalf of the residents on the
main Green Road. Italics.
• Traffic Calming-The Green. We
have applied for a grant for a
feasibility study to be carried out
on the Inner Green to see
whether there are any traffic
calming devises we could
employ. Of course, even if it is
agreed by Highways that traffic
calming measures could be used
to try and ease the problems,
those measures would have to
be funded by the village.
Why is it that the main Green
Road never seems to be
considered for traffic calming
despite my protests to 2
councillors? The main road is
subjected to constant speeders
and heavy lorries. Please don’t
let it be the serious injury or a
death of a child for this to be
dealt with by the committee. A
Parish councillor has been
thrown from his bike by a lorry
after thundering down The
Green. I am constantly shouting
at speeding drivers to slow
down mainly due to the welfare
of the children who live across
the road from me.
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Grass mowing from the Parish
Meeting Minutes.

Deadline for July’s Chronicle
contribution is 24th June

At the beginning of 2016 the urban
grass mowing in the village was
devolved to the Parish Council from
Bucks County Council. We were
awarded a grant, which partially
covers the cost of the mowing,
payable for three years. However,
at the end of the three year period
the grant will cease and we will
have to bear the total cost of the
mowing. This includes all the
roadside verges within the 30mph
limit, as well as The Green.

Inside this edition:

The Chronicle appeals to residents
to do our bit and to cut the grass
that is outside our own property.
Let’s keep Aston Abbotts smart
and tidy. Thank you.
Parliamentary tour. I regret that
due to the State Opening of
Parliament and the events
following that will restrict much of
the Palace, the tour I arrange for
the 21st June has been cancelled. I
will arrange with the Speaker’s
Office for a future date later in the
year for the villagers who won the
tour tickets.

*News of many functions around
the village
*Aston Abbotts Pics of yesteryear
*The Astonians
*Church Matters
*Your Letters
*Reports and reviews and more

Good Samaritans
Bingo!
Donated £100 to
Alzheimer’s Society in May

Join us in July on
Thursday 13th July
Aston Abbotts Village Hall
7.30pm start
In aid of

June 2017
The Chronicle

Page

3

Aston Abbotts
Village Hall news – June 2017
Re-opening ceremony – 20 May
Judy Hardcastle, on an afternoon of
showers and sunshine, cut a slightly
damp ribbon to formally re-open
the hall after the restoration and
extension. Janet Blake (AVDC, chair
of the Grants Panel of the
Community Chest/Vale of
Aylesbury Housing Trust, who gave
us our first major grant) said a few
words, as did Netta Glover, vice
chair of BCC and our re-elected
councillor. Graham White, the
Community Links officer from BCC,
also came along.

nice occasion and thanks to
everyone who attended.
The works – finishing touches
We now have a new, very secure
front door, and new curtains
(thanks to Val Smith and Sally
Palmer for altering and hanging
these). We have a modest amount
of cash left, and top of the list is a
shed, or something purpose built
out the back so that we can store
some of the tables and chairs when
not in use.

We were happy to see Tom
Manning, who chaired the team
back in 2000 and came all the way
from Wingrave to see what we’d
been up to! And we had a good
crowd from the village. Formalities
over, most people stayed around
for a cup of tea and a look at the
display of photographs showing the
progress of the work. It was a very
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Bookings - The regulars are back,
and we have yoga classes starting
this month so look out for the
adverts if you’d like to try it!
One-off bookings are welcome and
we’ll be happy to show you around
if you want to book for a private
party or other event.

welcomed to the group. No
changes to who’s doing what. We
haven’t had any requests from
anyone to join the group, but no
problem, let us know if you do
want to. We will continue to
manage the hall and meet as
necessary.

Liz Barlow now manages the
bookings. You can email bookings
to
astonabbottsvillagehall@yahoo.co
m or ring Liz (01296 682605/07976
671701) or Nigel Palmer (01296
681152). See our full table of rates
elsewhere in the Chronicle

Caroline Lane – Aston Abbotts
Village Hall trustees

Annual meeting - This was held on
16 May, and Liz Barlow was

astonabbottsvillagehall@yahoo.com

Aston Abbotts Village Hall Trustees
group: Caroline Lane (Chair), Liz
Hall (Secretary), Nigel Palmer
(Treasurer), Liz Barlow (bookings),
Peter Shorrock, John Whyte, Kevin
Copping. Email:
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(Plus metered electricity - a
returnable deposit of £50 at
the time of booking is required)

Village Hall Bookings
£6 per hour for residents
(Plus metered electricity)
£20 per hour for non-residents

Please note that an additional
hour over and above the period
of the event must be booked to
cover setting up and clearing
away. Weddings and
Christenings - a fixed charge of
£50. Please contact Liz
Barlow 682605/07976
671701 OR Nigel Palmer
681152/07547 604072

Stockdale Domestic Cleaning
Services. Minimum 2 hours Call
Jeremy 07871587126

•
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Village Charity Quiz Night
at the Royal Oak Sunday
th
11 June 7.30pm
Come and join the fun and
frolics with the Quiz Guy
Cash Prize and the Dinner for
2 free draw. Food Available
Proceeds to the village charities
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Our next and final open day of
the year is to be held on Sunday
11th June for Open Farm Sunday.
We will be open for visitors from
10:30 until 3:30. As usual there
will be all of our lovely animals to
see, as well as some rare breed
lambs (due beginning of June).
We will be BBQ'ing again with our
delicious rare breed lamb & mint
burgers with a yoghurt sauce and
rare breed free range sausages.
We will have both for sale in our
cafe as well as bacon and joints..
There will be crafts for the
kiddies, discovery trails, animal
feeding times, tombola, tractor
displays, face painting, glitter
tattoos, spinning demos and of
course Jo's famous home made
cakes! A lovely affordable day
out. Entry is £3 per adult and £2
per child.
As our Alpaca Walks are always
full and only really suitable for
older children (10+), we have
introduced Animal Encounters.
These are timed with when we
are expecting babies of one kind
or another. Our first is on

Saturday 3rd June at 10am and is
our Lamb Watch Encounter, and
the second is Saturday 15th July
for Cria Watch (alpaca babies).
For more details and to book
please visit our website
www.abbottsviewalpacas.co.uk
Needlefelting sessions are also
available to book on Friday 16th
June @ 7pm when we will be
making Fairies and Flowers and
Friday 14th July @ 7pm for
Hedgehogs! Where possible we
use fibres from our own sheep
and alpacas. Suitable for anyone
aged 10+, no previous experience
required and all tuition and
materials will be provided.
Our cattery is nearing completion
and we will be open for bookings
for this summer. Unofficial
opening date is 1st July.....
www.abbottsviewfarmcattery.co.
uk to keep up todate or follow us
on Facebook.
Jo
www.abbottsviewalpacas.co.uk
www.abbottsviewalpacas-cl.co.uk
07989 063595
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Sunday 18th June 2017
2pm – 5pm
This year’s Orchard Picnic Tea will be part of:-

Please join us in the Orchard for an afternoon
of fun, games, tea and cake!
Looking forward to seeing you there!
If anyone would like to get involved with organising the day, please let me know:Zandy Ayres – 682419

It’s Alvin’s ‘Pub Night' at Weston Turville Golf Club Aylesbury
On Friday 21st July 2017 at 7.30pm
Tickets only £8.00 each.
Although this event was originally sold out, due to the fact that the new
function suite will now be open at Weston Turville Golf Club by 21st July, I am
pleased to announce, that if you would to join me for a night of music, fun n
frolics as I pay tribute to Elvis in this 40th anniversary commemorative year, it
would be my absolute pleasure to invite you to join me.
Alvin

Telephone 07540 889 021 or
email kirstie_appro@outlook.com for tickets and further
information.
June 2017
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Special Screening of the highly acclaimed

‘This Is Elvis’
At the Royal Oak Pub Aston Abbotts HP224LT.
Thursday 15th June 7pm

And the special bonus showing of ‘Elvis with The

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra’ On Screen

Hotdogs /Popcorn and main meals available
Details and to book a free ticket call Pete on 07544227991.
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What’s on in June?
Morning Cafe

Thursday 1st

Village Hall

10-12 midday
Music in Quiet Places

Sunday 4th 7.30pm

St James Church

Rambling Club

Tuesday 4th 2pm

Meet at the Green

General Election
voting

Thursday 8TH June

Village Hall

7.00-10pm

Village Footpath Walk Sunday 11th 2pm

The Green 2pm

Quiz Night

Sunday 11th 7.30

The Royal Oak Pub

Aylesbury Vale
Transport Meeting.
Bus, Train Queries to
Colin Higgs

Tuesday 13th 2pm

County Court Aylesbury

Morning Café

Thursday 15th 10-12
midday

Village Hall

Special Screening of
‘This is Elvis’

Thursday 15th 7.00

Royal Oak Pub

Whist Drive

Thursday 15th 7.30pm Village Hall

Fathers Day

Sunday 18th

OAP Bus Trip

Tuesday 20th 10am

10am Bus to
Aylesbury/Buckingham/Bicester

Parish Council
Meeting

Wednesday 23rd

Village Hall

Cublington Fete

Sunday 25th 1pm

Orchard Ground

Morning Cafe

Thursday 29th
10-12 midday

Village Hall
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From: Graham S. Gadd, 18 The
Green, Twickenham, Middlesex
TW2 5AA.
graham.gadd@btinternet.com
I would be most grateful for any
guidance you can give me with my
research.
It may help if I explain that I am the
author of "The British Art Piano"
(please see British Library Online
Catalogue) and that I have, with
colleagues, been researching for
the past 10 years, the history of the
British spinet. I write for 2 reasons:
As you well know, Buckinghamshire
was the foremost county in Britain
for chair making. Can you please

tell me of any mention or local folk
knowledge of any chair making or
chair maker in Aston Abbotts?
Secondly, one of the earliest
families to establish themselves in
Aston Abbotts was, I believe, the
Hitchcocks. Whether they started
with one Roger Hitchcock in the
early 1600s I know not but another
Hitchcock, Robert Hitchcock, was
also there and, subsequently,
another Roger Hitchcock was, I
believe, appointed Vicar,
again in the 1600s. [I have seen the
brief note on p.31 of the Aston
Abbotts history book about Robert
Hitchcock and would like to know
more.]
I am most anxious to gain the
slightest of information on ANY of
the Hitchcocks in Aston
Abbotts...anything at all about their
lives.
Your guidance would be very
greatly appreciated.
Yours sincerely,
Graham S. Gadd
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Going on your website makes me
very nostalgic. Peter Kent’s school
photo from 65/66 is when my
Dad(Norman Badrick) was the
headteacher and my Mum (Joan
Badrick)was the infant teacher and
I was a pupil. Dad passed away in
1985 only in his 50’s but Mum is
still with us in her 95th year – I have
attached a photo we recently took
of Mum and myself.
It’s amazing over 40 years later – I
still recall many names from those
days – involved with the school

George and Ivy Brandon, Frank and
Nellie Higgs, Kitty Kelleher, the
Vicar – Rev W Roy Temple. Major
Morton, the Steels, the Scutchings
at the post office, the Osbbornes at
the shop. Tim Roth, Sally Loader,
John Noble, Chris Pullen – just a
few of the people I was at school
with.
Please say hello to anyone who
may still remember us.
Chris J Badrick
19 Suffield Crescent Gildersome.
Leeds LS27 7WB
Mobile: 07718 288595 Home: 0113
285 4311
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an old Army pistol and made the
decision to shoot herself in the
heart since it was so badly broken
anyway.

The Astonians
Tragic accidental suicide
attempt of a much loved
Resident.

Big Betty lent across the restaurant
table breathing her halitosis in my
face and whispered, “Not wanting
to miss the vital organ and become
a vegetable and a burden to
anyone, she called Dr Woolover
(The local GP) to ask exactly where
the heart would be on a woman.
According to loopy Lou’ (The GPs
receptionist) the doctor told her
that her heart was just under her
left breast.

Aging Mrs Grimshaw who lost her
husband last month has attempted
to take her own life.
Mildred Grimshaw is 93 had been
married to her second cousin,
Henry Grimshaw for 78 years….
(Yes that’s what I thought but this
is the country.)
She was heartbroken over the
death of Henry. She decided that
she would just kill herself and join
him in death.

That’s how she got rushed to the
hospital with a gunshot to her
knee.”

According to Councillor, big Betty,
during a dinner at the Royal Oak,
she thought it would be best to get
it over quickly and took out Henry’s

Well I fell back off my chair choking
with laughter straight into Mincy
Bumgardner’s veloute soup.

Bank holiday bin collection changes
Usual date

Revised date

Monday 29 May

Saturday 3 June
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Pictures of Aston Abbotts from times gone by. I thank Mike Coker
and the Bucks Herald for supplying these.
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DON’T FORGET
THE ASTON ABBOTTS
VILLAGE FETE IS ON
SATURDAY 22ND JULY
Please put the date in your diaries
and come along on the day
Proceeds will go to The Village Hall,
The Church, The November

Firework display and the Parish
Council Recreation Ground Fund.
As usual raffle tickets will be
distributed a week or so before so
you have the chance to buy tickets
even if you cannot make the day.
Donations of home-made cakes,
bottles, books and good quality
bric-a-brac gratefully received.
Sally Palmer
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Aston Abbotts Parish Council
Held in The Village Hall on Wednesday 3rd May 2017
Present: - Cllrs. Mrs K Curry (Chair), C Higgs, P Shorrock, P Spooner, Mrs J
Hardcastle, R Clarke, S Guy, District Cllr P Cooper and Mrs Z Ayres
(Clerk)
3/4/17

To elect a Chairman and sign acceptance of office.

4/4/17

• It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr Mrs K Curry as Chairman and
the acceptance of office form was duly signed
To elect a Vice Chairman:
• Cllr Mrs J Hardcastle was unanimously voted Vice
Chairman.

5/4/17

7/4/17

To elect Members to Committees:
• Street Lighting Officer: Cllr Higgs.
• Planning Committee: Cllr Shorrock, Cllr Mrs J Hardcastle,
Cllr Guy, Cllr Spooner and Cllr Mrs K Curry (substitute)
• Transport: Cllr Higgs.
• Highways: Cllr Higgs.
• Recreation Ground: Cllr Clarke and Cllr P Spooner.
LAF Representatives: Cllr Guy, Cllr Clarke and Cllr Mrs K Curry
(Substitute)
Matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda:
• The tree on the recreation ground had been dealt with.
• The letter re: 55 The Green was in hand.
• The meeting with TfB had not yet happened, but Cllr Curry
would keep members informed.

Action:
ZA
Action:
KC
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8/4/17

Correspondence circulated via email between meetings –
members noted:
BALC: New Legal Topic Notes
BALC: Parish Precepts
BucksCC: London and Luton Airport Development
Cllr N Glover: Freight Strategy
BucksCC x2: Capital Maintenance Programme
BucksCC x2: Parish Liaison Meeting – minutes 22.3.17
BALC: Training Opportunities for Councillors
BucksCC: TfB – roadworks update
BucksCC: Modernising Local Government
BucksCC: BucksCC and HS2 updates
BucksCC: The Pre-election Period or Purdah
AVDC: Network Meeting Notes – March 2017 for those
supporting older and vulnerable adults
• Thames Valley Police: New Thames Valley Police and Crime
plan 2017 - 2021
• B&MKALC: April Monthly update
• AVDC: Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) – New Meeting
Dates
• BKVBukcs: Best Kept Village Competition - 2017
• BucksCC: GBWI Traffic Calming Sub Group
• BucksCC: Request to encourage responses to housing
white paper
• Cllr N Glover: Freight Strategy
• BucksCC: BMKLAC newsletter
• AVALC: Correspondence
• BucksCC: Great Brickhill, Wing and Invinghoe LAF
Chairman’s report: 2016 – 2017 Chair of Parish Council
Annual Report.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

9/4/17

I would like to start by thanking Bob Carvey for his service to
the Parish Council. Bob stood down in December for personal
reasons. I would like to welcome Simon Guy, our new
councillor, who was co-opted onto the council in February.
You may be interested to know that three candidates put
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themselves forward for this vacancy – this was totally
unprecedented, and it was fantastic to have such a great
response. Thank you also to the other two candidates – we
wish we could have co-opted you all!
The Community Right to Build Order, which we had hoped
would eventually provide the village with some new,
affordable properties to cater exclusively for local people,
was sadly abandoned in May. There had been a lack of clarity
from the external agencies we were working with about what
was involved. The steering committee had done a sterling job,
and I would like to formally record a vote of thanks to them
for taking on this difficult and complicated role on everyone’s
behalf.
Grass mowing
At the beginning of 2016 the urban grass mowing in the
village was devolved to the Parish Council from Bucks County
Council. We were awarded a grant, which partially covers the
cost of the mowing, payable for three years. However, at the
end of the three year period the grant will cease and we will
have to bear the total cost of the mowing. This includes all
the roadside verges within the 30mph limit, as well as The
Green.
While we are talking about keeping the village looking tidy, I
would like to publicly thank the resident who took it upon
himself, unasked, to make and install a new rubbish bin on
The Green. It wasn’t until the new one appeared that I
noticed what a mess the old one had looked. Thank you
Richard Lakin.
Traffic and traffic calming.
The steady increase in both volume and speed of traffic
through the village has been a constant concern over the past
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few years. Despite the ‘unsuitable for HGVs’ sign, lorries often
cut around the back of The Green, and the concern is that it is
a residential road with no pavements, and the only access for
children to the Recreation Ground. Some of the measures the
Parish Council are taking or considering are:
• We now share an MVAS sign with Cheddington. This was
partly funded by the Local area Forum and has been used
in Cublington Road, Wingrave Road and Moat Lane. The
data from this has already been published in the Chronicle,
and we also hope to use it in discussions with Highways to
highlight the increased levels of traffic and speed in recent
times.
• We are investigating the possibility of having a weight
restriction on the Inner Green, and having a second
‘unsuitable for HGVs’ sign put at the junction of the Inner
Green and Moat Lane
• We have applied for a grant for a feasibility study to be
carried out on the Inner Green, to see whether there are
any traffic calming devises we could employ. Of course,
even if it is agreed by Highways that traffic calming
measures could be used to try and ease the problems,
those measures would have to be funded by the village.
• We have waged a constant battle with Highways regarding
the noisy ironwork in the village following the resurfacing
which took place. Hopefully the problems are now solved –
we can only wait and see.
Recreation Ground and children’s play area
The children’s play area has been upgraded. We conducted a
survey amongst local children and the preferred option was
the ‘cone climber’. This was installed at the end of the
summer, costing around £6,500. All four swing seats and the
cargo netting have been replaced and we repaired various
other worn parts on the existing equipment. The hedges
around the Rec’ have been cut back, the bonfire area turfed,
and the Rec continues to be mown and well looked after by
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Buckland Landscapes.
Other actions which are worth mentioning include:
• The success of the Play around the Parishes event which
was well attended. This is funded by the Parish Council,
and is already re-booked for 2017.
• Phil Spooner is leading our involvement in the national
initiative to restore lost rights of way, called Restoring the
Record. More information will be appearing about this in
the Chronicle and Postie, so do look out for it. The more
people who become involved the more successful this
project promises to be.
Finance
In January the Parish Council set its budget for 2017-18 which
forms the basis of the ‘precept’ (ie the portion of your council
tax bill). There are currently many threats to our funding,
including the devolution of local services whereby in two
years time there will be no more money from Bucks County
Council to pay for grass cutting, as I have already mentioned.
The Parish Council will have to raise this money themselves.
The possibility of unitary authority status in the coming years
seems very likely to involve more duties falling to parishes,
again without any further public money to pay for them. The
Parish Council tries its utmost to give value for money and its
proportion of the council tax bill amounts to just 4% of the
total. For that 4% of the council tax the village gets:
• Street lighting paid for and maintained
• Urban grass mowing
• A superb Recreation Ground and children’s play area –
maintained and upgraded
• Grounds maintenance: cutting, mowing, pruning, felling,
and repairs to the Rec
• A pro-active planning committee who reviews every local
planning application and makes comments to the planning
authority – AVDC
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• Litter bins around the village maintained and emptied
• Dog bin emptying and sanitation – we have ordered a new
dog bin to go near the allotments
• Bus shelters maintained
• Annual Litterblitz – thank you yet again to Colin Higgs for
organising this.
• An annual grant towards the village firework display
• In 2016, a substantial grant towards the refurbishment of
the village hall
• A part-time member of staff and seven very pro-active
councillors (unpaid).
That said, over the past few years the funds held by the
Parish Council have grown quite substantially. This has to a
great extent been due to putting money aside to fund a
possible Neighbourhood Plan. Having decided not to make a
Neighbourhood Plan, the money may well now be able to be
used towards traffic calming devices. However, there are
funds available, and we would really welcome constructive
suggestions of items or projects, provided they would be of
benefit to the whole community. If you wish to make a
suggestion, please do so in writing to the clerk.

Finally, and sadly, I need to report that Zandy Ayres, our very
capable clerk, has tendered her resignation, and will be
leaving us as soon as we are able recruit a replacement. The
recruitment process is well under way, and hopefully we will
have a new clerk within the next few weeks. Zandy has
always been reliable, efficient, and has managed the Parish
Council meetings with a wonderful sense of both tact and
humour. I hope you will all join me in wishing Zandy well in
her new post. We will miss her.
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10/4/17 Clerk’s Report On:
• EON: the Clerk informed members that having spoken to
EON they informed her that it would be more expensive
for them to move to a fixed rate. That option is only really
sensible for very large councils. It was AGREED for the
Clerk to get new energy quotes at the next meeting.
• Dog bins: had been emptied but it was AGREED to keep
this issue as an Agenda item.
• Traffic Calming update, AA are at the top of the list for the
next round, which would begin in September.

Action:
ZA

Action:
ZA

11/4/17 County Council, district and Police Matters
• Cllr N Glover was absent.
• Cllr P Cooper informed the members that there was some
news about Broadband. The list had been further refined,
with Aston Abbotts still on the list. The contracts should be
signed this week. There should be a cabinet installed in the
village. Cllr Cooper informed the members that the Bierton
Crematorium would be going ahead, irrespective of the
one at Watermead. He raised the issue of the OxfordCambridge expressway, and the possibility that it could
come very close past here, he wanted to make sure the
Council were aware and would keep an eye on it. He also
reminded the members that the Dunstable bypass was
about to open which would increase more traffic on the
A418.
Cllr Cooper answered the following questions:
Re: HS2 movement – Cllr Cooper agreed that this
highlighted the need to keep an eye on new highway
developments.
Re: The dog bins – Cllr Cooper had chased this issue up on
behalf of the Council and would be happy to help chase up
the purchasing of a new bin

Action:
ZA
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12/4/17 Council Matters
• The appointment of the new Parish Clerk, Mr F Post, was
discussed. It was AGREED to pay him for his time to meet
with the current Clerk to ensure a smooth transition prior
to his taking on the role. It was also AGREED to pay the
current Clerk for any extra hours required to facilitate the
handover. It was AGREED to offer Mr F Post relevant
training and to begin him on salary point: SP20.
• Standing orders: It was AGREED to defer the decision to
ratify ‘Proper Officer’, ‘Responsible Financial Officer’,
‘Accounts and Accounting Statements’ and ‘Financial
Controls and Procurement’ (sections 15, 16, 17 and 18) to
the next meeting.
• Standing orders: It was AGREED to ratify ‘Handling Staff
Matters’, ‘Requests for information’, ‘Relations with the
Press/ Media’, ‘Execution and Sealing of legal deeds’,
‘Communicating with District and County or Unitary
Councillors’, ‘Restrictions on Councillor activities’ and
‘Standing orders generally’ (19 – 25 inclusive) at the next
meeting.
• It was RESOLVED to make a donation to AVALC
• It was RESOLVED to continue with the KnowHow care plan
for PC laptop, for the next 4 years.
• The new Insurance schedule was discussed and it was
AGREED for Cllr Shorrock to read it and check for any
changes since last year. It was RESOLVED to pay for the
insurance unless Cllr Shorrock found any major reason not
to.
Action:
PS
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13/4/17 Village Matters
• The purchasing fireworks for bonfire night and setting up a
committee was discussed and it was AGREED for one
member of the PC to be on the committee. It was also
AGREED for the Clerk to check with the internal auditor the
possibility of the PC purchasing the fireworks.
• The purchasing of a new noticeboard for outside the
Village Hall was discussed. It was AGREED for Cllr Shorrock
to go back to the AAVHT to establish what they would like
the PC to purchase.

Action:
ZA

Action:
PS

14/4/17 Recreation Ground
• The Safety Check reports of the playground maintenance
area – had been completed.
13/2/17 Accounts:
The Clerk shared the Financial Report
• The following were approved for payment:
Date
Purpose
Expenditure Amount
Mrs AK
Ayres

28/3/17

Clerk’s
Salary

£244.53

£244.53

HMRC

20/3/17

PAYE

£74

£74

EON

11/4/17

Street
Lights

105.57

£110.85

Mrs AK
Ayres

28/4/17

Clerk’s
Salary

£244.53

£244.53

Grass Cut
(Mar)

£107.63

£129.16

Buckland
3/5/17
Landscapes
Lynch
Garden
Services

3/5/17

Devolved
Grass (Apr)

£165

£165

John

3/5/17

Hedge

£125

£150
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Bramble

Cutting

Buckland
3/5/17 Tree Cutting
Landscapes
BMKALC

3/5/17 Subscription

£25

£30

£79.37

£79.37

£1170.63

£1227.44

• The following cheques were also approved for payment
Date
Purpose
Expenditure Amount
Buckland
Landscapes

3/5/17

Grass
Cutting
(Apr)

£107.63

£129.16

Village Hall
Trust

3/5/17

Use of Hall

£98.50

£98.50

Aston
Abbotts
P.C.C

3/5/17

Use of
Church

£104.40

£104.40

AVALC

3/5/17 Subscription

£20

£20

KnowHow

3/5/17 4 year Care
Plan

£131

£131

AON

3/5/17

£521.27

£521.27

£982.80

£1004.33

Insurance

16/4/17 The Chairman was given backup memory stick ‘B’.
17/4/17 Meetings
• It was confirmed that the next Parish Council Meeting
would be held on Wednesday 21st June 2017 at 7.30pm the
Village Hall, Aston Abbotts.
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Who’s Who when you need them. Important numbers
Position

Name

Number

Chair Parish Council

Kate Curry

681137

Vice Chair Parish Council

Judy Hardcastle

688070

Councillor

Peter Shorrock

681260

Councillor Recreation ground

Richard Clarke

681007

Councillor

Judy Hardcastle

688070

Councillor

Phil’ Spooner

681544

Councillor

Simon Guy

681319

Parish Council Clerk

Zandy Ayres

682419

District Councillor

Peter Cooper

681250

County Councillor

Netta Glover

688357

Fete Co-ordinator

David Gray

681952

Vicar

Phillip
Derbyshire

01525240287

Church Warden

Carol AbelSmith

681001

Church Secretary

Caroline Lane

681373

Church Mowing

Gordon Kemp

681763

100 Club Treasurer

David Gray

681952

Bingo

Pam Dixon

681626

Book Club

Judy Hardcastle

688070

Chronicle Editor

Pete Lucas

681387

Chronicle Advertising Enquiries John Whyte
Chronicle Distribution

Marisa AbelSmith

681411

Village Hall Hire

Liz Barlow

682605

6.30 Club

Andy Bystra

681690

Gnomes

Carol Spooner

681544

Ladies Club

Shirley Ford

681865

Rambling Club & Whist Drive

Colin Higgs

681343
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Rural Transport

Colin Higgs

681343

Baby & Toddler Group

Kim Gayler

681123

Royal Oak Pub & Restaurant

Teri Moult

681262

Milkman

Ron Miller

482838

Post office & shop Wingrave

682964

Community Services
NHS Direct 24hr Advice

111

Doctor Out of hours Surgeries

331511

Stoke Mandeville Hospital

315000

Police Non-Emergency

101

Police Station Wing

396163/4

AVDC

585858

Bucks County Council

395000

Citizens Advice

08701264056

MP John Bercow

714240

Mobile Library

01280813229

Refuse Collection

585510

Anglian Water

385995

Pre School Wingrave

681127

Church Duties
Cleaning

Flowers

Mowing

Date

Colin/Caroline

Colin

Phil

03/06

Ann/Gordon

Donate

Adam

10/06

Alex/Anita

TBA

Peter

17/06

Colin/Gay

TBA

Andrew

24/06

Colin/Caroline

TBA

Andy

01/07
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Aspects of Love - Our
Theatre Goers Review

The Vale Musical Society staged a
production of Andrew LloydWebber’s modern opera at the
Court Theatre, Tring in early May.
And what a challenge he sets
given that there are some 40
scenes at many locations to
perform and no time to take a
breath between each. The welldesigned set made this eminently
achievable and ensured that this
production hung tightly together
and flowed well. Essential given
that to the uninitiated, this is far
more complex to follow than
many other Lloyd-Webber works.
The
music
from
Andrew
Dimmond and the band was well
balanced with the singing on
stage, coping admirably with the
constant key and tempo changes.
It was a joy to listen to.
Given that the entire script is
sung, other than a quick spoken

line slipped in by the postman,
casting inevitably concentrated
on ensuring that the lead cast
members had clear voices with
good diction, and indeed they
did. So the audience could easily
overlook that perhaps Alex was
not quite in the early flush of
youth that the script seemed to
demand for Act 1.
So what stood out? A spirited
performance by Zoe Ryder as
Giulietta;
Terry
Cavender’s
George, an artist who may not
have had much time for painting
during the production but did
gain the sympathy of the
audience through his suave
performance; the fantastic Rachel
O’Mahoney as Rose whose
singing hit a high note, {but
would she really have rejected
Alex so abruptly having been so
instantly attracted to him?);
Charlie Harper as George and
Rose’s young daughter Jenny,
whose
lively
energetic
performance
charmed;
and
finally, Andrew Whelan as Alex
who uplifted the production with
his beautifully controlled voice.
Other members of the cast and
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the chorus all added to the
overall performance and the hard
work put into rehearsals really
paid off.

JANE EYRE
We were lucky enough to win, from
Judy Hardcastle, tickets for this
production at the Waterside Theatre
on April 24th. What a production it
turned out to be. I think it must be
difficult to stage such a well known
story and create drama, since the
events are not a surprise. However,
this Bristol Old Vic company
performance, produced by Sally
Cookson, attacks this issue from all
directions. This is not a simple play
nor even a musical, but a synthesis of
both, with mime, dramatic lighting,
and inventive use of a single set.

So to sum up another triumph for
the Vale Musical Society under
the excellent direction of Neil
Gurney. Looking forward to My
Fair Lady next year. Nigel Palmer

This adaption, takes perhaps in a
feminist approach, and examines the
growing strength, determination and
passion of Jane. To highlight the
contrast between the conventional
Gothic romantic view and this
modern Jane, there are contrasts
throughout the performance. A music
band is on stage throughout the
drama. Themes of passion, emotion,
morality are balanced against logic
and reason.
The atmosphere created is like the
brooding Yorkshire moors, but this is
achieved with a 3 storey scaffolding
set for both Thornfield Hall and the
moors themselves. This is contained
within full length white curtains on to
which are thrown a variety of
coloured light effects to set the
mood. At times the actors come onto
the set in an ordered, formal march,
at other times there is a bewildering
movement of characters through the
scaffolding. It can be confusing to
watch, but is that the point of the
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contrasting entry styles – a contrast
between choreography and passion.
The music plays a key role in both
creating an atmosphere and moving
the story forward. The band play in a
range of styles, from folk, through
jazz (Mad about the Boy), to a
Coldplay-esque use of piano. Above
all there are echoes of a Greek chorus
in the magnificent solo voice of the
“Mad Wife in the Attic”
The acting is strong across the piece.
The audience were captivated by the
actor playing Mr. Rochester’s dog; an
inspired piece of scene stealing. Jane
Eyre’s capacity to evoke a high moral
tone along with deep passion was
excellent.

18th JUNE - FATHER'S DAY
SPECIAL BREAKFAST
The last Breakfast Service before the
summer holidays is to be held on
Sunday 18th June which is Father's
Day.
Do come and enjoy a 'Full English' at
9.30am in the Village Hall before a
short informal service in church at

The production again was inventive
with use of a human stage coach,
fixed poses to add emphasis, the use
of props as scenery and vice versa.
Once again there was a contrast use
of low tech props, a square frame
used as a portrait frame and a
window, and the high tech use of fire
to create the Hall burning.
In all, a thoroughly enjoyable evening
for a surprise re-interpretation of a
standard classic.
Les and Val Smith

10am. 33 attended our service in
May when we commemorated
Ascension Day with a dramatic
reading by Zandy, James and Nigel.
We look forward to welcoming you
on Sunday 18th June. Don't miss out
on this special breakfast and service.
The Breakfast Service Team
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The Chronicle Annual
Advertising rates (11 issues)

Seasonal and short term ads
are also accepted at these rates

Full Page Back £100 / Inside
£90

Send copy and cheque payable
to

Half Page Inside £50 / Quarter
Page Inside £35

‘The Chronicle’
John Whyte

One Offs Full £20 / Half £15 /
Quarter £10

Cheques to be made payable
to The Chronicle
And sent to John Whyte 14
Bricstock, Aston Abbotts Bucks
HP224LP

New Beginners Yoga
Class
Summer 2017
Looking for something? Want to
find inner peace or just touch those
toes? Whatever your goal, join me
at my new weekly Beginners Yoga
class at Aston Abbotts Village Hall,
commencing Wednesday 28th June
for an hour from 6pm.
Benefits of a Yoga practice.
The benefits are vast, and can range
from physical to emotional. Here
are some of the benefits you may
experience….
Improved posture

Increased core strength
Improved flexibility and strength
Improved digestion and circulation
Can help regulate blood pressure
Better sleep
Increased immunity
Reduced tension in the body
Increased energy
Increases body awareness and
confidence
Stress reduction
Improved concentration
All required equipment available.
Regular weekly classes are £7.50
pay-as-you-go.
To book, please e-mail Sarah at
sarahmax73@gmail.com or on
mobile: 07842 863543
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Church Matters
Dear friends,
It hardly seems possible that it is 50
years since the Six Day War of June
1967. Having always been
interested in the near east and the
relationship between Israel and her
neighbours Lebanon, Jordan and
Egypt in particular I followed the
news daily and with great concern.
Surely the odds were stacked
against the tiny Jewish state,
especially as Syria and Iraq piled in
as well against it.
However determination and great
strategic planning as well as sheer
bravado paid off with a clear
victory for Israel.
This of course was not the end to
the strife in the region and huge
enmity still exists in and around the
'Holy Land' as it is called. Sadly
many unholy things have occurred
on both sides of the

ethnic/religious divide and there is
no legal recognition of Israel's
existence.
Like the 'Troubles' in Ulster this
cannot go on forever if wrongs are
to be righted whoever
committed/commits them.
Jesus spoke also to a fractious,
divided world: Jew, Roman, Greek,
Arab, Egyptian, Samaritan and
many other groups besides. He
taught that each person, whatever
their origin deserves respect and
love in order to be able to grow
into the fullness of the humanity
we share but seem to find it so
hard to overlook.
As we prepare for the General
Election let's pray for all parties and
candidates that theory may truly
put the good of the country before
sectional interests.
God Bless, Philip.
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Julian Metzger - Cello
Concert to include the Quartet
for oboe and strings by
Mozart and a chamber work
by Ernst Naumann – a German
composer who lived in the 19th
century and was a friend of
both Brahms and Schumann

Music in Quiet Places Sunday 4 June, 7.30pm
Sunday 4 June, 7.30pm
St James’s Church, Aston
Abbotts
Maddy Aldis-Evans - Oboe

Tickets £12 & £10
concessionary
Order your tickets from
Caroline Lane,
carolinelane@btinternet.com
Tel. 01296 681373

Gillian Secret - Violin

Preceded by Village walk led
by Colin Higgs at 6.30pm

Robert Secret - Viola
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Action Fraud has received the
first reports of Tech-Support
scammers claiming to be from
Microsoft
who
are
taking
advantage of the global WannaCry
ransomware attack.

support. Any communication they
have with you must be initiated by
you.
How to protect yourself
•

One victim fell for the scam after
calling a ‘help’ number advertised
on a pop up window. The window
which wouldn’t close said the victim
had been affected by WannaCry
Ransomware.

•

•

•

The victim granted the fraudsters
remote access to their PC after
being convinced there wasn’t
sufficient anti-virus protection. The
fraudsters then installed Windows
Malicious Software Removal Tool,
which is actually free and took £320
as payment.

•

Don't call numbers from popup messages.
Never allow remote access to
your computer.
Always be wary of unsolicited
calls. If you’re unsure of a
caller’s identity, hang up.
Never divulge passwords or
pin numbers.
Microsoft or someone on
their behalf will never call
you.

If you believe you have already
been a victim
•

It is important to remember that
Microsoft’s error and warning
messages on your PC will never
include a phone number.
Additionally Microsoft will never
proactively reach out to you to
provide unsolicited PC or technical

•

Get your computer checked
for
any
additional
programmes or software that
may have been installed.
Contact your bank to stop any
further
payments
being
taken.
Report fraud and cyber crime
to Actionfraud.police.uk

June 2017
The Chronicle

Page

38

71 Leighton Road, Wing, LU7 0NN

www.buckscommunitylibraries.org/wing/
@wing_library
https://facebook.com/wing.community.library
Please like and share our posts to advertise our events
Books: Fiction, Crime, Non-fiction, Large print, Audio
Teen, Children’s, Second-hand books and magazines for sale
Internet, Photocopying, Printing, Laminating
Displays. Local information
Craft sessions for children in school holidays
Tea and coffee always available

If you belong to any Buckinghamshire library then you can borrow or return books in Wing.

National Bookstart Week 5th – 11th June
Calling young readers up to 5 years of age. Come and collect a free booklet rhyme sheet and
bunny ears craft sheet.
The Library is run entirely by volunteers - please support us and our special events.
Registered Charity Number 1151925
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Chronicle Volunteer Distribution
After 4 years of organising the chronicle distribution, Marisa & Zandy would
like to pass the mantle on, as due to work commitments it is becoming
increasingly hard to get the Chronicle to distributors in the right time-frame.
This entails
Letting the distribution team know when to expect the Chronicle (we have
been aiming to do this for months, but have to admit we have not yet
managed to do it)
2. Going to Waddesdon School once a month to collect the Chronicles from
the Wadddesdon School Office.
3. Batching them up into 8 batches
4. Delivering to the 8 households in the village who then deliver the
Chronicle door to door. 5 of these are in the heart of the Village with 3
houses being a little bit more outlying.
It normally takes about 20 minutes to do the batches, and about the same to
deliver by car. Best times to deliver tend to be around 5 - 6pm on a Friday or
Saturday. There is a spreadsheet with how many each person needs, where
they deliver to, etc etc.
If this all sounds too much for someone, I would be happy to continuing
doing the batching and delivering round the village if someone else could
collect from Waddesdon. If you need any more information, please do give
me a call.
Many thanks
Marisa Abel Smith
T: 01296 681 411
M: 07798 643 414
E: marisa@inovent.co.uk
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