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Colin Higgs finally awarded BEM

Since Teri Moult (Owner of the
Royal Oak) started the ball rolling
on nominating Colin Higgs for
national award for his exemplary
service to our community, it has
been nearly a year since we found
out that Colin had been chosen to
receive the British Empire Medal
(BEM). Due to the mad times we

live in, Colin has been unable to
collect his BEM until 29th October.
Colin told the Chronicle, Teri took
my brother and I out for lunch and
then to the Conference Centre at
AVDC offices where we were
welcomed by Richard Scott,
Chairman of Bucks Council, who

took us to the room for the award
ceremony.
A citation for me was read by Mr
Allan Westray before Alexander
Boswell, HM Vice Lord Lieutenant
of Buckinghamshire presented me
with the BEM with concluding

remarks. A super day I’m proud of.
I also feel humble to be chosen for
the award. I never expected such a
thing.
We are very proud of you Colin and
thank you for all you’ve done and
continue to do for our village. Ed.

Allan Westray, Mervyn Higgs,
Colin Higgs, Richard Scott, Teri
Moult & Alexander Boswell
____________________________________________________________

From the Editor
It was concerning to see a message
on postie from residents who may
have had their house marked in a
way burglars do. I hope this photo
shows clearly.

This may be nothing but as Christmas
approaches it would be wise to take
a check of your own property and if

you see something similar, contact
the police. Keep your property
locked and well lit.
The Dumping Dross visited Aston
Abbotts again at Wingrave Road
before entering the village.

This and another white good was
dumped by the farmers gate. These
have now been removed.
I Wish us all a wonderful Christmas. I
think we deserve it. Pete Lucas. Ed.

Happy December Birthday to:

Shirley Hanlon -

22nd

Phil’ Spooner

2nd

Val Smith

25th

Bridgette Guitierrez

11th

Rosie Manning -

12th

Let me know of your birthday and any
special anniversary so as to send a

Kevin Copping -

15th

Peter Curry

-

19th

Jane Copping

-

20th

-

-

greeting. Ed.

News in and around
PLEASE BE ALERT
To all horsey people and land
owners in the area, please be extra
aware. My yard was broken into in
broad daylight. They climbed over
the gate and broke into the tack
room and cleared it of all easily
accessible (stealable) items. They
were spotted by a passer-by so I
know it was two males in a white,
twin cab 4WD pickup with an open
back.
Also Police are spreading awareness
of horse riders, other animals & rural
vehicles using roads.

Rural roads are not racetracks
Horse riders: please wear high
visibility clothing so you can be
seen more easily.
Drivers: slow down + take extra care
if horses are on the road.
Look out for each other.

Name not supplied

CHRISTMAS NATIVITY 2020

Open air on The Green
Caroline Abel Smith

As we all know, nothing is yet
certain as to how we can spend
Christmas or whether we will even
be able to hold services in church
again by then.
The PCC very much hopes we can
have one or two Nativity Scenes
and Carols on the Green from 3
o’clock on Sunday 20th December,
socially distanced if necessary. We
will then move to outside the
church porch, with a gazebo or
two in place if wet, where we can
sing more carols and give out
Christingles. We invite those who
wish, to dress up as kings, angels,
shepherds or even sheep. More
details will follow nearer the time
on the postie, as and when the
guidelines are available, but
meanwhile please put 3pm
December 20th in your diaries
now!

Catalytic Converter Thefts
We have received a number of
reports of catalytic converters being
stolen from vehicles in Berryfields
and elsewhere in Aylesbury Vale.

We are increasing our patrols in the
area. Here are some ways you could
can reduce the chances of your
vehicle being targeted:
-Where possible, park in a garage.
-Alternatively, park in a location
that restricts access underneath
your vehicle.
-Consider security lighting.
-If your catalytic converter is ‘bolt
on,’ you can have the bolts welded
shut.
-Consider the installation of CCTV to
protect your vehicle.
-Identify/etch your converter with a
unique serial number and advertise
that the vehicle has been protected
(window stickers).

Neglected paths

on 24th November only to see the
specific website has been taken
down.

The state of our village paths
continues to be neglected by the
Council.

I have been banging on about
paths on The Green and Wingrave
Road via the Council’s official
website for the past 2 years to no
avail. I thought I’d have another go

However, Councillor Higgs tells me
that the paths are scheduled to be
repaired by Christmas. We wait to
see. Ed.

Your Emails

Dear Residents

Pete. Tony & Margaret wish all
our friends & neighbours a happy
Christmas even in these difficult
times & hopefully a better new
year . Thanks Tony Hinds

Due to the dark nights drawing in
your local neighbourhood policing
team will be patrolling your areas.
If no light is on in your home,
curtains are not drawn and no car
is in the drive, it’s an obvious sign
to an opportunist burglar that
nobody is at home. At this time of
year it pays to secure your home
more than ever. There are a
number of simple and free ways to
do this, all of which will help
reduce the chance of your home
becoming a target.

Dear Pete, Well done for introducing
some thought provoking reading into
the Chronicle. I was particularly
intrigued last month by Rev'd
Robson's piece on remembrance. He
said "There is increasing evidence
that those who pursue destruction
and who celebrate terror are often
trained in maths and the sciences."
It is interesting to note that Margaret
Thatcher was a scientist, and
promoted the studying of STEM
subjects, whereas Hitler was a
painter. Food for thought Indeed!
Best wishes.
Esther
I believe the Rector may have
addressed that in his briefing further
on in the magazine. Ed.

I’m surprised that you only had two
responses to the BBC question!
Another good edition though Pete.

D
“April and Colin would like to
wish everyone in Aston Abbotts
a Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Healthy New Year.”
Thank you, April.

Light it:
* Dark or hidden entrances
* Houses in darkness
* Get a 24hrs timer switch
Lock it
* Side gates
* Bins by side gate (used as a stepping
stone over fence)
* Put Ladder away or lock them up
List it
* Valuable items can be seen through
windows
* A car unlocked and items left on
display
* Windows left open

Church Row Aston Abbotts
Caroline Lane & Christopher Fox
Thanks to Simon and Richard for the
article about the faces and lives
behind the names on the war
memorial.
Simon mentions the conversion of the
six terraced cottages of Church Row to
four “in the 1960s”. Christopher Fox,
our next-door neighbour at No.1
Church Row, told us that it was earlier,
as his uncle had bought all four in the
1950s for £1,100. George (Chris’s
father) also told me his own mother
Maud had owned the whole Row…
Our title deeds for No.2 show both to
be true. The Row of six two-up,
two-down terraced cottages was built
by J Roads (who farmed at Norduck) in
1854, and stayed in Roads hands until
1938 when Emily Smith sold to
Frederick Chandler, a builder from
Long Marston. Chandler presumably
converted the six cottages to four
during or just before the war, as he
sold “all those 4 (formerly 6)” to Luke
How of Church Farm in January 1945.
The story goes that this was
something to do with a bad debt, but
there is nothing about this in our
deeds!

On 25 January 1955 Luke sold the row
of four to Charles Percy Fox of Stoke
Mandeville for £1,100 (exactly as
Christopher said). Tragically Charles
Percy died within a few weeks of this
transaction, aged 29, having been
taken into hospital with acute
stomach pains. He was the eldest
brother of George Fox, Chris’s father,
and is buried in the churchyard here.
Charles Percy died intestate and the
Row was assigned to his mother Maud
(pictured, but not in Church Row). So
both stories are correct. Maud, her
husband Charles senior and their
youngest son George lived at No.3 for
several years afterwards. Charles
senior was a roadman employed by
the council and often seen out and
about scything the verges and clearing
out ditches. They sold No.3 and
moved to Stoke Mandeville around
1962, but kept No.1, where George
and his own family lived for many
years and Christopher continues to
live. Mrs Tilley bought No.2 in 1959.
No.4 was lived in by the Minnitt family
and later bought by Mrs Little.
Thanks to Christopher for the stories
and the photo of his grandmother.
As an addition, this was added by
Daryl Pemblebury Jones regarding
WW11 bombs on Aston Abbotts.
During WW11 German air raids hit
Aston Abbotts on 20th September
1940 50 yards behind Church Row
Cottages Church Row Cottages caused a
fire and cottages evacuated. 3 high
explosives and 1 unexploded. More
generally, Aston Abbotts, 21st

September 1940 causing 8 craters.

What do you know
about the Aylesbury
Duck?
The Aylesbury duck is a breed of
domesticated duck, bred mainly
for its meat and appearance. It is a
large duck with pure white
plumage, a pink bill, orange legs
and feet, an unusually large keel
and a horizontal stance with its
body parallel to the ground. The
precise origins of the breed are
unclear but raising white ducks
became popular in Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire, England, in the
18th century owing to the demand
for white feathers as a filler for
quilts. Over the 19th century
selective breeding for size, shape
and colour led to the Aylesbury
duck.

Duck rearing became a major
industry in Aylesbury in the 19th
century. The ducks were bred on
farms in the surrounding
countryside. Fertilised eggs were

brought into the town's "Duck
End", where local residents would
rear the ducklings in their homes.
The opening of a railway to
Aylesbury in 1839 enabled cheap
and quick transport to the markets
of London, and duck rearing
became highly profitable.
(Not for the sensitive) Slaughter
and sale
When the ducklings were ready for
slaughter, the duckers would
generally kill them on their own
premises. The slaughter would
generally take place in the
morning, to ensure the ducks
would be ready for market in the
evening. To keep the meat as
white as possible, the ducks would
be suspended upside down and
their necks broken backwards, and
held in this position until their
blood had run towards their
heads. They were kept in this
position for ten minutes before
being plucked, as otherwise their
blood would collect in those parts
of the body from which the
feathers had been plucked. The
plucking was generally carried out
by the women of the household.
The plucked carcasses would be
sent to market, and the feathers
would be sold directly to London
dealers.
By the 1860s the duck rearing
industry began to move out of

Aylesbury into the surrounding
towns and villages, and the
industry in Aylesbury itself began
to decline.
The introduction of the Peking
Duck and cross breeding resulting
in disease brought the Aylesbury
Duck industry into decline. The
First World War badly damaged
the remaining duck industry in
Buckinghamshire, wiping out the
small-scale producers and leaving
only a few large farms. Disruption
caused by the Second World War
further damaged the industry. By
the 1950s only one significant
flock of Aylesbury ducks remained
in Buckinghamshire, and by 1966
there were no duck-breeding or
-rearing businesses of any size
remaining in Aylesbury itself.
Although there is only one
surviving flock of pure Aylesbury
ducks in the United Kingdom and
the breed is critically endangered
in the United States, the Aylesbury
duck remains a symbol of the town
of Aylesbury, and appears on the
coat of arms of Aylesbury.

The Aylesbury Duck today
Recent years have seen efforts on
the part of breeders to re-establish
the Aylesbury Duck and they have
become popular once more as an
exhibition bird. According to Lewis
Wright in the 1880's, the
Aylesbury Duck should be of the
purest white with a bill set well up
on the skull and the beak almost in
a line from the top of the head to
the tip, and of a delicate flesh
colour. It is this distinctive pinkish
white colour of the beak that is so
important in establishing if the
bird is a pure Aylesbury breed.
Every bird needs grit to break up
food and make it more digestible,
and the Aylesbury duck was given
a special type of grit found not far
from Aylesbury. It was due to this
grit that the characteristic flesh
coloured bill developed.
The Kings Head Ivinghoe is one
place I’ve tried the Aylesbury
Duck. Quite frankly, although the
Kings Head, Ivinghoe is a great top
end restaurant and infuses
flavours so well, I didn’t consider
the Aylesbury Duck as one of their
finest dishes. Ed.

Clock chimes and a bit
more village history
Andy Bystra
Firstly, many thanks to those who
contacted me to register their
views on whether they would like
to hear our church clock regularly
chime again. There were no
objections, whilst thirteen of you
said you’d like the chiming
mechanism repaired; one with the
caveat that it’s kept reasonably on
time and two who would prefer
the clock to strike just the hour
and not the quarters. This
information has now been passed
to the P.C.C. for their
consideration.
Since mentioning to Martin about
John Ford winding the clock each
day (published in the Oct issue of
the Chronicle). Colin Higgs
reminded me of his family’s even
earlier involvement. His
Grandfather, Harry Higgs took on
the daily arduous task of winding
up the three heavy weights driving
the clock. in 1916, continuing until
sometime in1946.

Colin’s Grandfather Harry

Colins father, Frank, became
gardener and general handyman
at the Abbey in 1930, working for
Major Moreton. A few years later,
a young lady, Natalie Craven, living
in the north of England
successfully applied for the job of
nursemaid at the Abbey, meeting
and marrying Frank in 1934. At the
outbreak of war, like many other
local lads, Frank joined the army as
a Grenadier Guard and was posted
to Windsor to guard the castle. On
being demobbed in 1946, Frank
returned to his old job in Aston
Abbotts. By this time, his Father,
Harry, felt he couldn’t continue
winding the clock each day and so
Frank ‘stepped into the breach’
until 1966. Both Harry and Frank

Higgs were also gravediggers for
Aston Abbotts.

before his death in 1972. And it’s
at this point that John Ford (his
son) took on the task until just
before his own death in 1996.
From then on both the Higgs and
the Fords shared the long journey
up the church tower to wind up
the weights each day and no
doubt they, Colin and Andy, were
very pleased when the old
hand-winding system was replaced
by three electric motors around
the time of the millennium.
Stop press.

Frank Higgs

The Ford family became involved
about this time when Bill Ford
took on responsibility for the
clock, keeping it going until just

Since writing the above, the PCC
have met and as the result of the
positive responses received have
agreed in principle to the clock
chiming mechanism being
repaired. Further detailed costing
will be sought and means to meet
the cost explored.

Aston Abbotts Motor Engineers (ITG)

Servicing, Repairs & MOTs Free Collection & Delivery
(Within 10 miles of Aston Abbotts) Friendly & Reliable
My passion is my work with 35 years experience. Very fair rates

Call Richard Upton

07769668672

Notes from the Parish Council – December 2020
Parish Council meetings continue to be
held by Zoom due to the ongoing
pandemic situation.
The official Parish Council website is now
online and all Council documents, minutes,
agendas, etc will be posted there in the
future. Its address is
www.astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk.

Lane, so an extraordinary council
meeting was held on the 17th
November as an immediate response
was required from us. As a result of
previously obtained match-funding and
this further saving the cost of the
scheme to Aston Abbotts has now been
reduced from around £12,000 to a little
under £4000.

We are still seeking a new councillor to
fulfil one vacancy.

The Czech embassy have indicated that
they might contribute towards a village
history board, to be sited on The Green.

At our meeting on Tuesday 20th
October Peter Cooper updated us on
the new Gateway Covid test site, the
re-opening of discussions about a Wing
to Aylesbury cycleway & activities of
the local Community Boards. He also
warned us that the government
deregulation of planning is now in
effect and that this could have
significant implications for villages like
ours.

We are considering engaging a
handyman on a ‘zero-hours’ type of
contract for when small jobs arise that
need quick attention.

Further representations are being made
to Transport for Bucks over areas of
pavement breaking up. Previous
complaints have frequently resulted
only in short-lived patch work. We will
again chase up the issue of kerb repairs
on The Green. Two broken street signs
in the village have been reported and
we have been told that works are
scheduled, but no date has been given
to us.
The clerk is arranging for the removal of
overhanging branches and road
sweeping around The Green.
An opportunity arose to further reduce
the cost of our proposed traffic calming
at the Lines Hill gate and along Moat

Quotations are currently being
obtained for the replacement of the
aerial runway in the recreation ground
and funding options are also being
explored.
The council considered our response to
the planning application for two new
houses in Ross Road. The council were
pleased to have the applicant explain
his proposal, but a number of
objections were raised by councillors
and it was resolved to forward these to
the Unitary Council planning
department.
The next Parish Council meeting is 1st
December to be held via Zoom.
This is an informal note of some
matters discussed by Aston Abbotts
Parish Council. To read the official full
meeting minutes please go to
www.astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk. You can
contact the Parish Council by emailing
clerk@astonabbottspc.org.

Crossword - Catch Words

Across
1. ___ speak louder than words (7)
5. Pieces of ___ (5)
8. Trade ___ (7)
9. The Holy ___ (5)
10. __ the lion (3)
12. Lead by ___ (7)
14. A little rough around the ___ (5)
15. Last but not ___ (5)
20. Time is of the ___ (7)
22. Tic-Tac- ___ (3)
23. A ___ playing field (5)
25. Sorely ___ (7)
27. __ your bets (5)
28. Many happy ___ (7)

Down
1. Question and ___ (6)
2. ___ pink (7)
3. The ___ and only (3)
4. You can't beat the ___ (6)
5. Chicken and ___ (3)
6. ___ the nettle (5)
7. Fortune ___ (6)
11. A drop in the ___ (5)
13. Secret ___ (5)
16. Helter ___ (7)
17. Health, ___ and happiness (6)
18. ___ late than never (6)
19. Jack of all ___ (6)
21. ___ by the bell (5)
24. Let sleeping dogs ___ (3)
26. ___ his match (3)

ALLOTMENT DIARY
Do you know what Britain’s
favourite vegetable is?

As some of my readers may know,
I recently had a knee replacement
operation, and as a result am
forbidden to do any gardening for
a period of two months (and at the
moment would be totally
incapable of doing any). However, I
have made a couple of visits to the
allotment, to check on the
progress of my gallant soldier
extermination policy. I am happy
to say that my neighbour, Brian,
and I have succeeded in killing off
over 90% of my gallant soldiers,
using weed-killer. The remaining
weeds will have to be dug up
when I am able to do so – either
because they are so small and
sporadic that it would be
extravagant to spray them; or
because they are growing next to
my crop of leeks. I hope that the
ground is not too hard for digging
in January, when I will be able to
start doing so.

Meanwhile, in other gardening
news: you may be surprised to
learn that in a recent survey
organised by Waitrose, the
Brussels sprout has been voted
Britain’s favourite green vegetable!
It won 27% of the vote, just ahead
of broccoli with 26%; and with
peas a distant third with 17%. The
vote for favourite root vegetable
was won by carrots with 46%, and
parsnips came way behind in
second place with 26%. I presume
that potatoes were not counted as
a root vegetable.
One of the problems that farmers
and others growing potatoes face
is the risk of potato blight, if there
is a wet summer. At the moment
commercial growers use one of a
number of chemical fungicides to
protect their crops against blight,
but the most widely used
fungicide is likely soon to be
banned. Fortunately it seems likely
that a natural fungicide made from
a weed called mugwort will be
able to take its place. A farmer in
Yorkshire discovered that potato
crops in areas where this weed
was growing were less affected by
the disease; and his employer,
Poskitts, carried out trials using a
mugwort mixture, which they
sprayed on the crop. They found
that this gave the same protection
as the chemical spray they had
been using.

Poskitts are now working with a
bio-pesticide company called Eden
Research to carry out further
trials, which they hope will result
in a commercially available
product being on the market
within the next few years. Another
advantage of the mugwort-based
pesticide is that potato blight was

developing resistance to a number
of chemical fungicides.
It only remains for me to wish all
my readers a happy Christmas, and
a prosperous and Covid-free New
Year!
Peter Shorrock

Gin Competition Saturday 12th December at the Royal Oak.

Judging at 8pm.

Any flavour
Bottles must be labelled with type of fruit used
50p Entry for each bottle.
Cup awarded to the winner
_______________________________________________________

For all the latest news as it happens check out
our online Postbox.
postbox@aston-abbotts.co.uk

Aston Abbotts Mobile Hairdresser
COVID-19 SAFE

Hi, I’m Sam. I live in Aston Abbotts and am a freelance hairdresser
(He & She) and have been in the business for over 20 years. If you
are looking for a change or can’t get to a salon, please contact me on
07800743856 or email: bowleysamanthat@gmail.com

Parrott Brothers Butchers Whitchurch.
Local Quality Butchers
Beechmoor Farm, Whitchurch, Aylesbury HP22 4LG
Opens 7AM Tuesday to Saturday
Phone: 01296 641207

Advertise to our readers
(11 issues) Annual Advertising rates
Full Page Inside

£100

Half Page Inside

£50

Quarter Page

£35

One Offs Full

£25

Half

£15

Quarter

£10

Send copy and cheque payable to ‘The Chronicle’ to John Whyte
14 Bricstock, Aston Abbotts Bucks HP224LP.
Reminder of deadline for Chronicle contributions. Deadline is the
15th of December. Send to articles to: editor@aachronicle.co.uk

The Village Hall for Hire
If you wish to make a booking for the Village Hall please email:
astonabbottsvillagehall@yahoo.com
Or call 01296 681152 (Sally and Nigel Palmer)
Mobile: 07918 928897 (Sally) or 07547 604072 (Nigel)

Crossword Solution

The Royal Oak

Great Ales, Great food including Takeaways
And the Great British Sunday Roast.
We welcome you to our beautiful pub & Restaurant.
If we remain closed after December 2nd, choose us for your
takeaway meals.
01296 681262 / 07809395463

From the Rector:
First a note of clarification. I’d just
like to make clear that in my article
last month for Remembrance,
there was no intention to suggest
that science subjects, in and of
themselves, create violent
behaviour. My apologies for any
offence caused.
And now to Christmas;
We have moved here from
Cambridgeshire and one of the
changes we’ve needed to make is
how we deal with the rubbish......
here, the blue/green bin is for
recycling so for us, blue/green is
the new black and the green one is
for landfill, unlike the black bin
bags we had before. And here,
food waste gets a dinky little bin
all of its own.
All of which is absolutely fine and
it didn’t take long to get used to,
but how we deal with rubbish and
what we regard as rubbish is a
much more interesting matter.
That’s something Jesus
encountered all the time and
ultimately when they decided to
get rid of him, Jesus was crucified
on Jerusalem city’s rubbish dump.
But it wasn’t just at the end of his
earthly ministry that Jesus met
with being thrown out.

Christmas is upon us. We know the
story well and how there was no
room at the inn. An inn is a place
where people meet up.
Immortalised by such as The
Rovers Return or the Queen Vic,
they can become communities in
their own right. We’re told that it’s
all very human and it is, which is
completely OK too. But that first
Christmas night, there was no
room at the inn. People were too
busy for the wild and reckless God
who said “here you are, have a
present. No, I don’t want any
money, nothing, my Son is a gift”.
Instead, the Holy family had to go
outside, round the back to where
the dross was; to where the
rubbish was put.
It is almost certain that Christmas
2020 will be like none in living
memory, but please watch out for
details of whatever services we
will be able to hold. We do intend
however, that socially distanced
carol singing (what a phrase!) will
happen in all of our villages, even
perhaps with a Nativity scene,
with which you can get involved.
In the meantime, it is very easy to
learn some new rules about bins;
the Christmas story is also
straightforward where God says
“here I am, please may I come in?”
With every blessing. Howard.

Services at

Saint James Church - Aston Abbotts December 2020
Programme subject to change to meet any future COVID restrictions.
Look out for further announcements via the village POSTBOX.

6th December

6.00pm

Evening Prayer

13th December

10.30am

Parish Communion

20th December

3.00pm

Nativity (*)

25th December

10.30am

Christmas Day
Parish Communion

3rd January 2021

6.00pm

Evening Prayer

(*) See more details elsewhere in this Chronicle

Other Christmas services:
Christmas Eve Holy Communions: 7pm Wingrave and
Cheddington. 11.30pm Wing and Stewkley.
Christmas Day Holy Communions: 9am Mentmore and
Cublington. 10.30am Aston Abbotts and Soulbury.

Church Matters
The diary of St. James’s
It’s been a funny year, but as Yogi
Bear used to say, not funny ‘Ha Ha’
but funny ‘Sheache’ (peculiar).
Sorry you have to be very old to
remember! A big thank you to all
those who generously donated to
the Church so that we could meet
our 2020 commitments.

Focus On! Trials at
Aylesbury Court

Provided the current restrictions
are lifted in December we will be
conducting socially distanced
services at St. James in the run up
to Christmas. Out Nativity Service
on Sunday 20th at 3pm will be held
outside so that we can sing some
carols. See the notice elsewhere in
this Chronicle for details.
We hope you all have a very happy
Christmas and that the New Year
will see a return to something like
normal life. Stay safe.
David Gray PCC Aston Abbotts
_________________________
Mick Jagger Attended Aylesbury Crown
Court to lend support to Keith Richards
during his trial.

Not easy obtaining information on this
one, but as a snippet…..
Trials at Aylesbury Court
In January 1977, at Aylesbury crown
court, Keith Richards of the Rolling
Stones was found guilty of possessing a
silver tube used as a cocaine snorter,
discovered in his car after he had
crashed it in Buckinghamshire the
previous September.

Judge Sir Lawrence Verney let Richards
off with a fine when many expected
him to be jailed.
Mick Jagger (Rolling Stones singer) and
Keith Richards (guitarist) were led into a
room after the verdict; Keith Richards
commented, Just want to get on with
things / Might get a song out of it.
Pete Ed.

Apart from Wednesday evenings,
the Fish & Chip Van now Visits
ASTON ABBOTTS Saturday

afternoons around 12

Merry Christmas from
All of us at Abbotts View Farm
Our new Alpaca Sponsorship packages are LIVE
We are now offering two sponsorship packages.
- Silver Sponsorship is £25 for a year
- Gold Sponsorship is £65 and includes an alpaca walk for two (worth £45).
Sponsorship packs are posted out to you or your recipient and include; a
laminated sponsorship certificate, an introductory letter about your chosen
alpaca with photos, one of Jo's books (choose from her rhyming children's
story book "So.. are alpacas REALLY scary?!" or her photo fact book "So...
what IS an alpaca?".) Best of all, you can choose to sponsor any of our 31
alpacas. Please visit www.abbottsviewalpacas.co.uk and click on
Sponsorships.
Jo and Rosie have been busy creating handmade jewellery and paintings.
Every painting is a one of original on canvas and all jewellery is unique.

Must be seen as B&W does not do them justice. They would make a very
special Christmas gift and are extremely cheap too! Please visit their Etsy
shop at www.etsy.com/uk/shop/Rosiejojewelsandart

Who’s Who when you need them.
Chair Parish Council

Jane Baylis

681042

Councillor
Kate Curry
681137
Councillor & Street Lighting Highways & Transport - Colin Higgs
681343
Councillor Recreation Ground
Phil’ Spooner681544
Councillor
Heather Langdon 688946
Councillor

Jane Plested

County Councillor
Vicar
Church Warden Caroline

Netta Glover 688357
Revd Howard Robson
01296 688593
Abel-Smith
681001.

Church Secretary
100 Club Treasurer
Bingo

Caroline Lane 681373

David Gray
Pam Dixon

Book Club
Chronicle Editor / Quiz Night
Chronicle Advertising Enquiries.
Chronicle Distribution
Village Hall Hire
6.30 Club
Gnomes
Rambling Club & Whist Drive
Baby & Toddler Group
Royal Oak Pub & Restaurant
Milkman
NHS Direct 24hr Advice
Doctor Out of hours Surgeries
Stoke Mandeville Hospital
Police Non-Emergency

Sally Palmer 681152
Pete Lucas 681387
John Whyte 07988001843
Sally Palmer/Jill Wenble 681152/681877
Nigel & Sally Palmer 681152
Andy Bystra 681690
Carol Spooner
681544
Colin Higgs 681343
Kim Gayler 681123
Teri Moult 681262
Alan 07791885612
111
331511
315000
101

Buckinghamshire Council
Citizens Advice
MP

681740

681952
681626

01296 395000
08701264056
Greg Smith

01296 714 240

Refuse Collection
Anglian Water
Pre School Wingrave

585510
385995
681127

Post office & shop Wingrave

682964

Window Cleaner

Ian

07572337832

Aylesbury Garden Town are
asking local people to get
involved to help shape and
co-design the route of the
Aylesbury Gardenway

will also take place in December details of which can be found below.

The Aylesbury Garden Town Masterplan
was approved in July and a key aim is to
have 50% of all journeys made by
sustainable modes by 2030.

8 December - Health and community

The Aylesbury Gardenway is an 18km
orbital park that will encircle Aylesbury
linking it with surrounding villages. It
will take several years to complete but
the vision behind the Gardenway is
about creating an inspiring destination
point for residents and visitors alike.
The project is full of exciting
opportunities to provide fully accessible
routes for walking, wheeling and cycling
encouraging play, active lifestyles, food
growing, and outdoor leisure as well as
creating a haven for wildlife.

Community Conversations
7 December - Nature, climate change
and history
9 December - Community conversation:
moving and connecting
Co-design Workshop
16 December - Come design with us –
what should the Gardenway look and
feel like?
Online exhibition – Vision,
opportunities and principles
11 January 2021 – An online exhibition
of the engagement finding

A co-design community engagement
programme launched on Wednesday 25
November and will close on 26 March
2021. During this time we want local
people to get involved and share their
local knowledge, thoughts, ideas and
suggestions to co-design the route to
develop its full potential and create a
shared vision for the Gardenway.
Due to coronavirus, engagement
activities will take place online via a
dedicated online digital platform:
www.aylesburygardenway.co
There are several ways you can get
involved, one being via our interactive
'put a pin in it' map where you can also
upload videos and photographs. A
number of online Zoom community
conversations on a range of subjects

To find out more about the exciting
plans and to get involved visit the
website and sign up today at:
www.aylesburygardenway.co
For those not online, you can call
01296 585315 in office hours to
discuss your ideas.
For more information email:
contact@aylesburygardentown.co.u
k

Madras Chicken Thighs
Allow me to share with you a
simple creation I came up with
using chicken thighs (My favourite
part of the chicken). Whether
Christmas or not, this is easy and
rewardingly tasty.

Using just 3 ingredients this dish is
transformed into an intense taste
experience which pleasantly
lingers.

Close the thighs using their skin,
lightly sprinkle chicken seasoning
over the top and bake in the oven
for around 45minute on 180
degrees or gas mark 6.

Rest for 5 to 10 minutes and serve
with a sprinkle of the meat juices
over the thighs.
I choose a lightly seasoned side
salad and chips to accompany.

So, using fresh chicken thighs with
their skin intact, remove the bone
and spread madras paste inside.
Then simply lay a couple of dwarf
green beans or asparagus tips
inside as below for a crunchy feel.

This dish is not over spicy or hot. I
think you will love it. Until next
time. Pete. Ed.

