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Upset, Frustration and Anger at
the closure of the Royal Oak.
Residents write to the Chronicle expressing their feelings
at the Royal Oak failure. See inside.

Our Local Statues
Our home town’s best statues and
monuments - and the weird and
wonderful stories behind them
From David Bowie Benjamin Disraeli,
they are worth a visit. So, here’s a
list of some of Aylesbury’s most
striking statues and monuments
within a square mile,

But it isn’t entirely uncontroversial
with one TripAdvisor user, Martin P,
branding it a “half-baked item”
remembering a “half-baked” and
“overrated” entertainer.
Benjamin Disraeli, Market Square

David Bowie, Market Square
Bowie was born in London, but Ziggy
Stardust debuted in Aylesbury,
where “Ziggy” played his first gig
back in 1972.
This eye-catching monument is
tucked away in an alley off Market
Square, opposite the clocktower.
Titled “Earthly Messenger”, it was
sculpted by Andrew Sinclair, and
unveiled in 2018.

There are surely statues elsewhere in
Buckinghamshire, but why spend
days seeking them out, when you
could see a bunch within one hour
and then grab a coffee?
Disraeli was MP for Buckinghamshire
from 1847, hence his monument
here, and twice served as British
Prime Minister.
A Conservative, he was sympathetic
to the plight of the working class and
worked against their exploitation by
the growing merchant class.

It represents Bowie in his many
artistic forms including Aladdin Sane,
the Goblin King and Lazarus, with
Ziggy taking centre stage in a riot of
rainbow-coloured bronze.

A close friend of Queen Victoria, he
was appointed Earl of Beaconsfield in
1876. He brokered peace in the
Balkans, between Russia and the
Ottoman Empire, sealing his

reputation as one of Europe's leading
statesmen.

1792 for the tomb of Pope Clement
XIII in St Peter’s in Rome.

John Tweet designed his statue,
which bears the slogan “peace with
honour”, and was erected in 1923.

The lions were donated to Aylesbury
by Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild
1888, we believe to mark Queen
Victoria’s Golden Jubilee, and it is
rumoured they were hauled from
Waddesdon on steam wagons. In
order to decide where to place the
lions, the authorities had a replica
made that they moved around
Market Square so they could find the
best spot for them.

Lions, Aylesbury Market Square

John Hampden, Market Square
This really is the place to be, if you
love a good statue. Our fourth entry
remembers politician John
Hampden, cousin of Oliver Cromwell
and scourge of the taxman. However
I did feature this statue in the July
edition.
These two lion sculptures, one
awake and one sleeping, are situated
in Aylesbury’s Market Square. The
lions sit in front of the Crown Court
and flank a statue of Charles
Compton Cavendish, 3rd Baron of
Chesham, who fought in the Boer
war.
The sculptures are embossed with
the name “A. DURENNE.” Antoine
Durenne (1822-97) established an
iron and bronze foundry in Paris,
which was active from 1847-1930.
They appear to be copies of a pair of
lions sculpted by Antonio Canova in

Charles Cavendish, Market Square
Aylesbury must have a real thing for
monuments, which is handy if you’re
up for some highly concentrated
statue-spotting.

This one memorialises Major General
Charles Compton William Cavendish,
the third Baron Chesham, who was a
soldier and courtier to Queen
Victoria.
After joining the Coldstream Guards
in 1870 and serving in South Africa,
he inherited his father’s peerage and
took a seat in the House of Lords.
In 1901 Lord Chesham was
appointed Master of the
Buckhounds, a member of the royal
household responsible for the
monarch’s deer-hunting dogs. The
post was abolished in 1901.
He was made an honorary colonel of
the Buckinghamshire Imperial
Yeomanry (Royal Bucks Hussars) the
following year.
Lord Chesham was killed in a hunting
accident in 1907. This Grade II-listed,
bronze statue was designed by John
Tweed and probably erected in 1909.
Ronnie Barker, Exchange Street
Just outside Waitrose, peering up to
the splendid Aylesbury Waterside
Theatre is a statue to a very much
less glamorous but no less loved
performer: Ronnie Barker, of The
Two Ronnies fame.
Since September 2010 it has
memorialised one-half (more like
two-thirds) of the comedy duo, who
was born an hour up the road in
Bedford, but who had his acting
debut in this Buckinghamshire town.

Aylesbury Vale District Council
commissioned sculptor Martin
Jennings, whose work includes the
statue of poet Sir John Betjeman at
St Pancras station in London.
How fitting that the actor, famous for
playing a curmudgeonly cheapskate
of a shopkeeper in Open All Hours,
should be remembered outside one
of Britain’s poshest supermarkets.
TripAdvisor user bpparkercars says
it's “facially not the best likeness”,
but admits that when sitting or
standing near, “it's hard not to speak
to him”.

From the Editor
Welcome to all the new resident
readers of the Chronicle. Thanks so
much to everyone who has
contributed to the Chronicle. It’s so
encouraging to know how widely
the magazine is read.

News in & around
Aston Abbotts
Church clock chimes withdrawn

So many emails have been
received regarding the closure of
the Royal Oak. Please look inside.
It’s a shame to hear that the
Church clock chimes have been
withdrawn, especially after so
much work, money and support
went into fixing the clock. I am told
that discussions are taking place to
hopefully resolve the problem.

The Church clock chimes have been
silenced due to a complaint of noise
levels during the night. I’m told this
is a sensitive issue and a solution is
being sought.

Sally Palmer. Thanks so much for
painting the bus shelter on The
Green. I’ve been thinking of doing
it for some time. You got on with it.
Shame on me. Great work. You
don't fancy coming down with a
cement mixer and shaping some
speed bumps on the same strip I
suppose?

(See Church Clock update inside)

Stay safe everyone.

An 18-year-old man from Long
Marston, a 20-year-old from
Chelmsford, and a 45-year-old from
Canterbury were all arrested on
suspicion of going equipped,
burglary, theft of a vehicle and
criminal damage.

Pete. Ed!

Local Arrested
An 18-year-old from Long Marston
was one of four men arrested after
undercover police swooped on a
vehicle in Buckingham Road,
Aylesbury on 29th June.

All three were released on bail
pending further enquiries.

A 42-year-old from Bedford was
arrested on suspicion of going
equipped, burglary, theft of a motor
vehicle, criminal damage, driving
without insurance and a fraud
offence. He was also released on
bail.
There is no update as yet.
Cyclist Assaulted
Did you witness an incident on
Thursday 22nd July at
approximately 7:00am on the HIGH
STREET, CHEDDINGTON, LONG
MARSTON? A cyclist was assaulted
by a motorist. Incident
43210325475. Any information ,
including dash cam footage, should
be passed to PC 5664 DANIEL
Man & Cat Rescued
Aylesbury firefighters rescued a
man who ended up stranded on his
roof after failing to free a cat from
his home in Marsworth.

The firefighters used a 0.5-metre
ladder to rescue the man and the
cat he was trying to save.
From Abbotts View Farm Alpaca
Walks
NEW DATE! Saturday September
4th at 11am and 2pm. Alex and
Wes, our fabulous group leaders,
are sadly leaving for pastures new
but have offered to run one
additional date for Alpaca Walks
before they go. Not to be missed!
Their passion and enthusiasm for
everything alpaca is contagious!
www.abbottsviewalpacas.co.uk to
book or redeem your voucher!
James Dell, From Abbeyview Farm
said, “ Awesome couple who were
our first walk leaders. We're going
to miss them so much.”
Missing child in Wing area sparks
pannick
You may have noticed an increased
police presence in the Wing area
Friday evening 20th August.
This is following a report of a
nine-year-old child that had gone
missing in the area; however, the
child was located safe and well.

At roughly 10:20pm July 6, two
crews and fire engines were sent
out by the Bucks Fire and Rescue
Service to assist the stranded man
on Watery Lane.

Thames Valley Police spokesperson
said, "We would also like to pass our
thanks onto the residents who joined
us in the search for the child. Your
support and assistance is always
appreciated and welcomed."

Your emails
Well, this place is causing a stir.

Dear Pete
With regard to the future of the
Royal Oak I would say that myself
and others did seriously look at the
possibility of making a Community
Bid for the premise when Gary
notified the village of his intention to
sell in 2019.
I have used the pub for many years
and enjoyed meeting friends there
on a weekly basis. I am concerned
that it has not reopened and would
be more than happy to see it under
new management as Gary has his
hands full at The Dog House.
Unfortunately, having looked at the
implications of a Community
takeover I felt, and still feel, unable
to personally commit to that
particular route but that doesn’t
mean I do not care about whether it
closes or not. It saddens me every
time I pass to see such a lovely
building standing unused when it
could be such an asset to our
community.

Sally Palmer
I am writing to express my
disappointment that the Royal
Oak has not reopened following
the extended closure due to the
COVID lockdown. I do
appreciate the difficulties that
the hospitality sector has
experienced over the last year
and admire the many owners
rebuilding their businesses.
We enjoyed lunch at the Royal
Oak on our very first visit to the
village in 1994 and have spent
many happy times there since.
What became obvious very
quickly is how important a role
the Royal Oak plays in bringing
the community together and if
it does not reopen it will be very
greatly missed by villagers.
I think we all know why it is currently
closed. It is self-evident that, as it is
currently run, the level of footfall is
not sufficient to make the business
viable. To be successful it needs to
become a destination attracting
customers from the surrounding
area, not just Aston Abbotts.
To achieve this requires significant
investment in the facilities and fabric
of the building as well as a change of
format. There is no future as a
traditional pub without a quality
restaurant offering. But investment
must be accompanied by extensive
marketing using social media, a good
website, as well as hard work and

commitment by those running the
business.

I am really disappointed that the
Royal Oak hasn't reopened.

Nigel

I hope this is a temporary situation
as it is a village asset that will be
missed. Be great to have it back.

Dear Editor
Although I am new to Aston Abbotts,
I feel the need to comment on the
closure of the Royal Oak Pub. I have
spent many years working with, and
for, communities in Derbyshire and
previously in Greater Manchester. I
know from experience how
important community hubs are and
they can be anything from a village
corner shop to a village pub. They
enable people to stay connected and
are essential for building community
resilience.
It is clear that the Royal Oak was a
community hub, as a number of
community groups used it as a
meeting place, in addition to people
meeting up with friends and family
for a drink and/or meal. It was an
important focal point in the village. I
know there is the village hall, but this
does not provide the same
informality as the pub, and that is
very important.
I do hope the Parish Council and
Buckinghamshire Council give this
matter the serious consideration it
deserves. The closure could be
detrimental to the wellbeing of the
Aston Abbotts community. Kind
regards
Janet Walker

John Whyte
Dear Pete,
It is with bitter disappointment we
see another Public House bite the
dust. The Royal Oak was once a
welcoming pub with friendly
clientele and staff. My wife and I
experienced happy times there
including meals and occasional
entertainment evenings.
However, In recent times before the
Coroner virus lockdowns, problems
were already evident of a
management that had lost its way.
For example, food standards fell,
wine was not chilled and often a
small creche seemed commonplace
in the pub. Staff appeared not to
care; more interested in their
phones. Complacency had set in.
We started using the Five Elms and
Unicorn.
Loyalty to your local can only survive
if the pub management respects its
customers.
Hopefully a new, more dynamic team
can be found to save it.
Name supplied

Dear Pete,
As we are now aware the future of
The Royal Oak is in serious doubt.
Our group of friends used to meet
there most Tuesday evenings for the
past eighteen or so years. As the last
remaining pub in the village it was a
valuable asset to the community and
would be greatly missed by many of
the individuals and groups of people
who used to meet there.
So I very much hope that someone
can be found to take over the
lease/management so it can
continue to be run as a
pub/restaurant. If not, it will be
another sad loss for this village.
Carol Spooner
Hi Pete, Royal Oak
I’m sure I speak for many villagers
when I say that we miss our village
pub. A village pub is an important
asset that helps to hold the
community together. While I
understand how difficult it has been
during the last eighteen months for
anyone running a hospitality
business - now that lockdown is over
it is more important than ever for
communities to have a local meeting
place.
Earlier this year I went to see Terry
and received a very warm welcome.
We had a good chat and I was under
the impression that, although Terry
no longer wanted to run the pub
herself, she was considering letting

the pub to a third party in order to
keep it open for business .
That would be a wonderful and
much appreciated outcome for us all.
Richard Clarke
Hi Pete,
I led the team that resulted in the
community purchasing the freehold
of the Stag in Mentmore. You may be
aware, we just reopened in June and
things so far are going great.
I’m happy to talk to whoever is
working on you saving the Royal Oak.
I am no expert but happy to share
my experience and the process we
went through.
That first engagement is critical, we
got it just right, by luck I think.
Give me a shout, eager to see
another local saved from the
developers.
Peter Brazier
Hi Pete.
It was over 30 years ago that Alison
and I sat in the rear garden of the
Royal Oak and decided that Aston
Abbotts could become our new
home. Village life was new to us and
the pub atmosphere and quiet
location all helped in our decision.
Many happy hours have been spent
there since.
The announcement that the pub will
not reopen has caused much
disappointment. I do understand the
problems of running a pub and to do
so as just a pub will be difficult.
Perhaps a restaurant that has a bar

would be a possible solution. I do
hope something can be done.
Dave Lewis
It is a continuing disappointment
that myself and other villagers are
being denied the use of the Royal
Oak. I certainly miss the wider range
of friends that I used to meet there.
I understand that there has been a
lack of ideas as to how to make it
viable again.
Perhaps through your leadership,
Pete, you could start a campaign to
canvas suggestions from villagers as
to what changes would be needed to
make it a desirable place to meet
and socialise.
Too many pubs are being lost at the
moment and this seems a golden
opportunity to stem that tide.
SNC
Dear Sir,
I feel I must write to say how
disappointed I am that the village
pub has closed. I can quite
understand that Gary & Teri cannot
be expected to keep the pub open if
it is not making money, but its
closure is a great loss to the
community. For many years the two
focal points of any village have been
the pub and the church; and in these
increasingly secular times the pub
has been the number one place to
meet. It is particularly sad for
newcomers to the village, since
without a pub, it must be very
difficult for them to meet anyone

apart
from
their
immediate
neighbours.
What the answer is, I do not know.
We are a small village of around 400
people; and clearly for the pub to be
economically viable, it will need to
attract customers from outside the
village. This can be done: I gather
that Gary & Teri’s other pub, The Dog
House, is thriving – although this
does have the advantage of a large
new housing estate on its doorstep.
I see little prospect of a consortium
of villagers being formed to buy the
pub. As well as being a small village,
we are not a wealthy one: and the
fact that such a consortium would
not only have to buy the pub, but
also the new house that Gary & Terry
have built, totally rules out any
chance of the money being raised.
I fear that Gary & Teri may be
considering trying to persuade Bucks
C C to allow them to change the use
of the pub to residential; but I hope
the Council would reject any such
request, having regard to the fact
that it is the only pub in the village,
and its importance as a community
asset. The only hope I can see is for
the pub to be leased to a tenant or
tenants who are or are young and
enthusiastic, and are prepared to do
the work necessary to attract custom
from outside the village. It would be
essential, I think, for the pub to have
a successful restaurant: without it,
no village pub can now survive. If
Bucks C C will not allow the premises
to be used for anything apart from a
pub, I hope that this will be the route

which will allow the pub to reopen
and survive.
Yours, etc.
Peter Shorrock
Dear Pete
As a regular user of the Royal Oak for
many years I was dismayed to hear
that it would not reopen.
Last months Chronicle indicated that
the owners might like it to remain
as a pub and could consider leasing it
out so that it can be reopened. I
would have thought this would
require a manager to be brought in
from
outside to run the business as I
doubt that we have such expertise
within the village. I recognise the
difficulties Teri and Gary have
faced keeping two pubs going during
the pandemic, but I do hope that
efforts are being made to secure the
future of this valuable community
facility
We rarely used pubs before we came
to Aston Abbotts 23 years ago.
Visiting The Royal Oak (and the Bull
and Butcher) soon after we arrived
introduced us to fellow villagers and
gained us many valued friendships.
In recent years we have have met
some of the newer village arrivals in
the Oak. One recent arrival
commented to me that although
they don't
drink they would have gone to the
pub, had it been open, for meals and
to meet people.

It is often said that you don't know
what you have until it's gone.
Perhaps the Oak was taken for
granted as it has been a part of
Aston Abbotts for so long. The
hand-painted direction sign on the
A418 used to proclaim '500 year old
pub'. It will be a great shame if all of
that history finally dies.
Phil Spooner
Hi Pete
Thanks for that and for all your
effort. Lets see what happens with
the Stag guy, we also heard that the
venture is not doing well. I know
none of our "crowds'' would be in a
position either physically or
financially to run it as a community
pub. It is doubtful that Teri and Gary
will be persuaded to continue, but
no harm in trying and in talking to
them to let them know people do
care about the pub and don't want
to see it go. Let us know how that
goes please. Best bet is to find a
buyer or renter as you suggest.
Much as we will support all efforts
for the pub to continue in some way,
we would not want to lead a
campaign either. Meantime we will
continue to encourage people to
write in The Chronicle. Sorry we have
no bright ideas, but will keep on
racking the old grey cells!
Carol and Phil
Dear Pete

With regard to your request for
ideas.... would it be at all possible
for the pub to be managed, and to

apply to the Council (possibly the
Bucks Clinical Commissioning
Group - Health/SocialCare) - for
community cohesion/sustainable
communities funding to pay for
improvements, in light of the pub
being an essential community
asset? I know community
resilience/building stronger
communities is a political priority
in most areas (but I’m not sure
about Buckinghamshire...). It's not
just a pub closing, it’s a potential
detriment to the wellbeing of the
community. I would have thought
that Bucks Council would be
concerned about that. Best wishes
Janet Walker
Ed.

The 630 Club

I’ve just been looking through my
630 Club file and noted that the
Club has been going since 1985,
firstly, at the old Bull & Butcher
and latterly of course at the Royal
Oak. Regrettably, the ‘Oak’ hasn’t
re-opened since ‘lockdown’ but it’s
been gratifying to see that
members have still met each
Saturday at the Rose & Crown
Wingrave. We've been made very
welcome and even been able to
introduce a few new members.
The impact of the ‘Oak’ not
reopening cannot however be
overstated since it’s been ‘home’
to the Club which has always been
about, and for the village. Our only

aim (apart from enjoying the beer)
has always been to provide a
venue whereby newcomers and
visitors would be welcomed and
introduced to other like-minded
villagers. In addition, most
members down the years have
been prepared to assist in village
matters, something very much in
evidence at this year’s fete. Also,
many community activities such as
the ‘Christmas’ village show,
Astonbury, Chronicle fundraising,
parties/discos, St Georges day
dinners, the Full Monty and the
Cabaret were all conceived during
gatherings at one of the village
pubs. If the ‘Oak’ fails to re-open,
we’ll have lost a significant sense
of focus for both the Club and the
village in general.
I’ve really enjoyed drinking at the
Oak and along with many others
have supported it over many
years. There is no doubt though,
that those of us who have used it
regularly, have seen footfall
gradually decline over the last
years. I’m sure there’ll be very
many theories held by the
readership of this September
magazine as to why this should
have come about, but I can’t help
observing they’re many and
complex. What is clear from the
Office of National Statistics is that
there have been very high
numbers of closures of smaller

pubs (around 14 a week) over the
last ten years or so, and depending
on which figures you accept, the
numbers of small pubs has
declined by something like
25-33%. I personally don’t see a
way forward in our particular case
and feel we’re destined to just
become part of these dreadful
statistics. Incredibly sad really
since, just when we seem to have
achieved
some
sort
of
‘independence’ from ‘Brussels’ we
continue to lose one of the icons
of British village/town life, the
pub; an iconic and valued part of
this ‘Sceptred Isle’.
So, what about the future of the
630 Club??? Well, we’re very
fortunate at present since we have
three very good pubs/restaurants,
each within just a few miles, and
so, notwithstanding a miracle
enabling the ‘Oak’ to re-open,
we’ll have to be flexible and strong
enough to do what we did when
the Bull & Butcher closed;- ‘Just
carry on’!!!
630 Club Chair

Editor’s Reply
I wish to make it clear, despite my
support to save the Royal Oak, I am
not willing to lead such a campaign.

I feel sad and frustrated regarding
the Royal Oak closing, especially for
the new residents to the village who
bought their houses partly because
of the lovely pub.
The law regarding the protection of
‘village assets’ can be complex. Two
concerns come to mind:
There is legislation around the
Village pub having a ‘change of use’.
eg. to a restaurant or hotel. This
would be a threat to the protection
of the licence. Should the change of
use fail (as a business). This could
result in the loss of the village pub
for good.
Although the following example
does not appear to be the case, if a
closed pub is lived in as a residence
for a long period of time, this may
also threaten the existence of the
premises being licensed. The result
could be that it is turned into a
residential house.
It was the Aston Abbotts Parish
Council that registered the pub as a
‘Community Asset’ a few years ago.
However the expiry date lapsed in
2019. I’m led to believe that the
registration caused the loss of a
potential buyer. I don’t believe that
process should be repeated.
I did not attend the recent Parish
meeting as the pub is not officially a
Council matter. However, I am
relieved the pub was not officially
re-registered as a Community Asset.

Ashley Bond, Conservative
Councillor for our Ward, has
expressed his support to save the
Royal Oak as a pub. He has
suggested a meeting with one of the
main shareholders of the ‘Stag’ in
Mentmore and interested parties
from Aston Abbotts.
I don’t know how useful that would
be if it was just to explain the
process of a village buyout. That
option may have passed. Or has it?
I have reached out to the owner of
the Abbey, if, as a major Hotelier, he
would be interested in buying the
Royal Oak. His answer was polite as
usual, citing his age as the problem
for not taking up my suggestion.
I have spoken to Teri and Gary to
express the strong feeling among
regulars and supporters of the Oak,
that it should somehow be
reopened, but to no avail.
Our option as I see it at present:
I suggest one or two nominated
person’s gather all the information
that’s needed for the village to hold
a public meeting, to include
invitations to Teri and Gary Moult
with real terms of reference of
saving the Royal Oak.
(I know a similar meeting occurred
some years ago and failed to save
the Bull and Butcher pub. However
the situation we are faced with now
is more serious.)

Somehow we must produce a viable
case to convince the present owners
to reopen, maybe under new
management, but with a
supporters' stimulus action plan to
turn the business around.
If all fails, like so many others, our
village would have lost a major part
of its soul.
Pete. Ed!
Val & Les Smith.
I would just like to say a big Thank
You to all the people that organised
and attended the fete. I took my 85
year old mother in law who was
made most welcome by all the
people she spoke to in the village.
We had a lovely cream tea in the
village hall, a raspberry ripple ice
cream on the Green , won prizes on
the raffle stall.And to top it all she
had a ride in the vintage car with
Annabell and had a great
conversation with Holly and the man
organising the rides who was
guarding her walker, she has been
raving about it ever since.
Thank you all for making her feel so
welcome. She may be coming to live
with us in the near future and this
experience has made her feel less
anxious about leaving the house she
has lived in for many years.
Thank you all again lovely villagers
Karen Nicol

Dear Editor,
We were blessed with the sunshine
in the afternoon, especially as it
poured in the morning of Saturday
24th July. A good crowd turned up for
Gregg Smith, our MP to open the
fete. And then there was the
unveiling of our own village history
board, in Czech, Slovak and English
by Deputy Head of Mission (Acting
Ambassador) Mr Ales Opateny,
Escort Martin Hosek and Slovak
Embassy Vlademir Stolarik, Defence
Attaché and Memorial Association of
Free Czechoslovak Veterans, Mrs
Gerry Manolis and Mr Neil Rees.
They were introduced by Mrs Jane
Plested, Vice Chair of the Parish
Council. (Mrs Jane Prouting, Chair,
was self-isolating) and me, Colin
Higgs.
Many thanks to Francesca, Elizabeth,
Jane, Sally,Anita and Andy for the
splendid floral displays in the Church,
(Musicals). I wonder what I will think
of for 2022?
Colin Higgs BEM
Dear Editor
Please send out a BIG THANKYOU to
Amy Janes who, as part of her school
project, has been litter picking the
village on a weekly period. Her
brother is now doing the same. So a
BIG THANKYOU to both.
Colin Higgs BEM
Pete

Great turnout at the 1st cafe in
ages. Lovely to see so many
regulars return along with some
new faces.

See you next Thursday!
Deirdre
Ed.
On 2nd March 2021 at midnight
I was woken by the noise of a
large lorry trying to negotiate
the turn into The Green from
Moat Lane in front of my
house. The Green in the
opposite direction was closed
due to the infamous “Hole”. I
went out to ask the lorry driver
why he was using this route
which was clearly unsuitable for
his size of vehicle, a forty foot
articulated lorry, which was
wedged between the telegraph
pole and kerb outside my
house. Our neighbour moved
her car to make more room for
the driver but the route was still
too small and he suddenly
revved the engine and drove
straight over the grass bank.
Because of all the recent rain
the ground was very soft and he

left a huge and unsightly rut
over the verge which continued
across our neighbour’s gravel
drive and verge causing a
complete mess of muddy ruts.
Our neighbour who had moved
her car told me that the lorry
was delivering goods to Aldi in
Leighton Buzzard but why he
would choose to drive that size
of vehicle through Aston
Abbotts at midnight is a
mystery.
The next morning I took photos
and sent them to Aldi customer
services requesting recompense
for the damage. After a further
twenty emails, their transport
division eventually phoned and
agreed to pay a Landscape
Contractor to carry out the
repair after receiving their
quote. Time went on and
neither the contractor or I had
heard any more from Aldi.
I began phoning and emailing
them again but was astonished
when they blocked my emails. I
then sent a recorded letter to
their head office and received a
voice message saying they
would be in touch. I then had a
phone call from an Aldi
representative who unblocked
our emails and confirmed that
they would send payment to
the contractor so that he could
carry out the repair. This was
after I had given him fair
warning of 14 days that if they
continued to prevaricate I

would send letters to the LBO
and Bucks Herald detailing this
sorry saga. Owing to the fact
that they are applying for
planning permission for a new
20,000 square foot store in
Aylesbury I think this threat set
the ball rolling.
At last the verge and kerb have
been repaired and I wish to
thank the contractor for a good
job and Aldi who eventually ,
due to persistence, paid for the
damage their driver caused.
Richard Clarke
Thanks for your tenacity
Richard. Ed.

Funky Cinema, Aylesbury

The new cinema will be at Walton
Parish Hall . A trip to Funky Cinema is a
great excuse to support one of
Aylesbury’s newest independent
ventures. The cinema screens a whole
range of films from newer flicks to
much-loved classics - upcoming
family-friendly options include the Tom
& Jerry film and The Addams Family.
It’s also a budget-friendly option with
tickets £4.50 for adults and £3.50 for
children, students and seniors. You will
need to book online before you go.

Clock update. Andy Bystra

After my hols I eventually traced the
unreliability of the clock to a double
fault. Firstly, friction caused by dry
bearings in the long shaft passing
through the metre thick wall to drive
the hands on the outside. This was
cured with the help of Martin Clarke,
by making a homemade and
somewhat ‘Heath Robinson’ tool
enabling oil to be delivered to the
bearings just behind the clock face,
and this eventually got that part of the
clock turning freely.

Secondly, after umpteen trips up and
down the tower, much investigation
and testing, I decided there was a
design fault with the motor/weight
unit causing the drive sprocket to
jamb, triggering an internal ‘safety’
micro switch which stopped the motor
from re-starting. Re-balancing the

complete unit by re-distributing some
of the weights ensured the sprocket
ran true to the chain, and the
manufacture of a re-designed guide
block seems to have cured these
problems and so far. Just in time
really, since all this work was
completed just a week before Gillett &
Johnson came on the 3rd August to get
the chimes working by refitting the
repaired strike hammer and the
motor/weight unit for the ‘quarter
hour chimes unit. In addition to all of
this, they carried out a recommended
service which will no doubt mean our
bill will be significantly higher than the
£2,150 referred to in last month’s
Chronicle.
This particular clock dates back to
1890, probably replacing an earlier
one when the church was rebuilt
following a fire. Except for the war
years, the clock appears to have
chimed from the date it was installed
until just a few years ago when
accidental damage to the strike
hammer prevented it from doing so.
On the 3rd of this month, it was lovely
to hear the slow, ‘sonorous’ tone of
the tenor bell strike the hours once
more. Regrettably however, we’ve
been informed by a resident living
nearby that due to a medical
condition, the hour being struck,
particularly at midnight, may cause
him serious harm. We wouldn’t wish
this to happen and so I’ve had the
striking of the hour stopped
temporarily while we seek further
advice from a number of sources.

Unreliability of the clock was
eventually traced to a double fault.
Firstly, with the help of Martin Clarke,
friction caused by dry bearings in the
long shaft passing through the metre
thick wall to drive the hands on the
outside. This was cured by a
homemade and somewhat ‘Heath
Robinson’ tool enabling oil to be
delivered to the bearings just behind
the clock face, and this eventually got
that part of the clock turning freely.
Secondly, after umpteen trips up and
down the tower, much investigation
and testing I decided there was a
design fault with the motor/weight
unit which was causing the drive
sprocket to jamb on some occasions
and a micro switch to trigger on
others. Re-balancing the unit by
re-distributing some of the weights
and manufacture of a re-designed
guide block seems to have cured these
problems and so far, the clock has run
well. Just in time really, since all this
work was completed a week before
Gillett & Johnson came on the 3rd
August to fit the repaired strike
hammer, the chimes, and the ‘quarter’
chime motor/weight unit. In addition
to this, they carried out a service
which will mean our bill will be
significantly higher than the £2,350
referred to in last month’s Chronicle.
The clock hasn’t chimed since the
accidental damage to the strike
hammer a number of years ago, it was
lovely to hear the ‘sonorous’ tone or
the tenor bell strike the hours once
more. Regrettably however, we’ve
been informed by a resident living
nearby that due to a medical

condition, the hour being struck,
particularly at midnight may cause
him serious harm. We would not wish
this to happen and so I’ve had the
striking of the hour stopped
temporarily while we seek further
advice from a number of sources.
The Rector has significant experience
of this issue and is now exploring the
way forward.

That Sinkhole again
Scoop’s baby sister made a surprise
visit to The Green at the end of July:

It appears that Anglian Water was
sent to the naughty step and told to
do better. Bucks Council Highways’
Department deemed that the tarmac
used to repair the second baby
sinkhole was not up to tar... sorry
par. They appear to have got the

mixture wrong and have been told to
replace it.
So it’s up with the barriers and down
with the hammer drill - and a nice
neat hole was the result.

Hopefully the new, proper, black
stuff will be laid tomorrow. The sign
says work should be completed by
28/07 (although given past
performance, I’m a wee bit worried
because they haven’t said which
year...)
Third time lucky eh!
Trevor

Raven Farm Shop & Tea Rooms off A418 Rowsham
I for one was looking forward to Raven
Farm Shop opening its doors. I was not
disappointed. The first thing you notice
is the freshness and large size of the
vegetables. What’s the story? How did
Raven come about?
I saw a gap in the market for providing
the local community with fresh local
produce. I converted the barn and we
launched in October 2020 with a farm
shop and tea room. It is my vision to
bring the very best produce to the area
and we sell fresh fruit and veg, eggs,
meat, plants and artisan produce. My
family have been in the greengrocer
business for over 170 years so the farm
shop was a natural choice for my
business. It is still very much a family
business offering quality, locally
sourced food products.
How do you choose which products to
sell?
I choose only the best quality local
produce. It is very important to me to
support local producers.

outside. I constantly fight weight so I
avoid cakes, biscuits and the like, but
they look fantastic and I have it on
good authority they taste as good.
Who makes them?
The majority of cakes are made in
house but we also have a couple of
local bakers we use as well! Our best
sellers include lemon and raspberry
cake, Kinder Bueno cookies and of
course – chocolate cake! Other
favourites include our Eton Mess
strawberry cake, using English
strawberries from the farm shop and
also our chocolate cherry cake, again
using only the finest red farm shop
cherries!
Did you see an increase in sales during
the lockdown restrictions?
We only opened in October 2020 and in
that time, we managed to offer home
deliveries to the local community. The
farm shop continues to offer online
orders with the option for collection or
delivery.
If there is anything you don’t see in the
shop, let us know. We’re happy to try
and source what you’re looking for!
What’s next for Raven?
We are hoping to extend the farm shop
and put in independent stockists. We
would also love to hold events as we
are starting to get lots of enquiries for
holding birthday parties and baby
showers! Watch this space for more
info. Thanks Jamie.

The owner. Jamie
Now to the inhouse café. I love it. So
friendly and comfortable both in and

Aston Abbotts Parish
Council August 2021
10th August Village Hall.
A summary follows:
Village Green & Playground
Since the previous meeting, held at
the end of June, councillors were
delighted to report on the
completion of the History Board
now in position on The Green,
telling some of the history that runs
between Aston Abbotts and
(former) Czechoslovakia dating back
to the Second World War. The
board was officially unveiled at the
Fete in July with representatives
from both the Czech & Slovak
embassies present.
We have also hosted the annual
Play around the Parishes which by
all accounts was good fun, although
sadly cut a little short by a damp
afternoon.
The new Aerial Runway is up and
running. We would like to sincerely
thank councillors Jane Plested and
Heather Langdon for the time they
spent on this project and thank the
Wing & Ivinghoe Community Board
for the generous funding that made
this project possible.
The Royal Oak
At the request of some villagers,
the Royal Oak was an agenda item,

with a view to discussing whether
this should be nominated as a
Community Asset. Unfortunately,
there was no positive
representation for this by
members of the public, at the
meeting. The Parish Council could
include this as an agenda item
again in the future if that is what
the village would like. In the
meantime, the PC would urge
those interested to speak directly
with the current landlords and
maybe hold a village meeting to
discuss further.
Neighbourhood Plan
The Parish Council has given this
some consideration over recent
months and would like to present
the idea to residents. With that in
mind we are proposing to hold a
village meeting on Tuesday 14th
September at 7.00pm in the Village
Hall. During the meeting we will
provide a brief presentation on
what exactly a Neighbourhood Plan
is, how it may work to preserve the
ambience of the village and how
much work is involved. The
objective would then be for a
Neighbourhood Plan Committee to
form, independent of the Parish
Council. We will confirm the
meeting on POSTIE.
Long standing issues
Work on our outstanding issues
currently sitting with Bucks Council
and Transport for Bucks, has

regrettably not really progressed.
However Bucks Councillor Diana
Blamires explained that following a
review of how local councils work
with their Local Area Technicians,
we should start to see positive
change lead times to get matters
resolved. Councillors also
addressed other items covering
street maintenance, dog bin
emptying, planning and finance For a full set of minutes from each
Parish Council meeting please visit
the website
https://astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk/

Have you ever wondered if you have
an ancestor who committed a crime?
Are there skeletons in the family
closet that you have always
wondered about?
This information has been taken
from gaol receiving books held at the
Buckinghamshire Archives.
Meet George Baldwin, a 16-yr-old
groom from Aylesbury. 149 years ago
he was gaoled for a month for
stealing milk.

And if you would like to contact us
please do so through the Clerk
clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk
The next full parish council meeting
is scheduled for 21st September
and you are welcome to join us.

Victorian prisoners
Aylesbury Gaol
(Looks like a young Chris Phillips.
Ed!)
We think he put his life of crime
behind him: there's a record of an
Aylesbury-born George Baldwin in
the Navy a few years later.
Another snippet of history for this
edition.

What’s on in Aston Abbotts for September
Bus Trip

09.08 bus to L/Buzzard

Friday 3rd

Village Footpath Walk

The Green

Sunday 4th. 14.00

Save the Date: Village Orchard Meeting, to discuss and celebrate
progress, Tuesday October 19th 7.30p.m
Sunday

Monday Tuesday

Wednes
1
18:00
Yoga

Thursday
2
10:00 Cafe

Friday Saturday
3

4
10:00
Horticul
tural
Show

10

11

17

18

24

25

19:30
Whist
5

6

7

8
18:00
Yoga

9
10:00 Cafe
19:00 Bingo

12

13

14
19:30
Parish
Council

15
18:00
Yoga
19:30
PCC

16
10:00 Cafe
19:30
Whist

19
20
09:00
Harvest
Breakfast

21
20:00
Band
Practice

22
18:00
Yoga

23
10:00 Cafe

26

28
20:00
Band
Practice

29
18:00
Yoga

30
10:00 Cafe

27

19:30
Whist

Heritage railways you
can visit in and around
Buckinghamshire
Here's some fantastic railway
sites you can visit with the family.
Louie Chandler

Concerns have been raised due to
the environmental impacts that HS2
is set to have on the surrounding
areas. At times like these, you can’t
help but think about the historical
railways that have graced the area
before.
Elsewhere Winslow is set to get a
new railway station for the first time
in decades - as the East West Rail
project continues across Milton
Keynes and Aylesbury Vale.
A heritage railway is one operated in
the UK as living history, keeping the
old-school steam locomotives of
yesteryear in working order for the
public to experience.
All are available for the public to visit
while plenty allow rides on a slice of
a transport history as well. They are
basically a great day out.

Buckinghamshire boasts a few
excellent ones of its own. So here is a
list of the best heritage railways in
the county (as well as the
surrounding area) - and a few other
sites where you can see the county's
railway heritage.
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre

Want to ride on a steam locomotive?
Learn all about the history of
Britain’s railway system? Or see
some of the country’s history at the
rail museum?
Then the Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre is your perfect day out. They
are currently open on Sundays and
bank holidays.
If you are also feeling generous, you
can donate to the centre to ensure
that they are able to continue
operating for years to come.
Fawley Hill
In 1961, railway enthusiast Sir
William McAlpine purchased a
Hudswell Clarke locomotive for just
£100 and moved it to his country
estate - Fawley Hill.

It led to the creation of a mile-long
private railway that also boasts the
steepest gradient on any in Britain.
On your way around the route, you
can look at plenty of other artefacts
donated to the estate over the years,
including the original flags from the
old Wembley Stadium’s Twin Towers.
Fawley Hill is sadly not the easiest
place to visit these days, but it is
available for private hire for events
and some invitational days are also
held throughout the year.
Finmere Railway Station.

heritage railways despite only being
part of a model village.
It is the oldest model village in the
world, however, and the railway has
been running since the 1920s. Some
individual trains have even been in
use for over 50 years, each covering
2,000 miles each year.
The railway in the model village is
not based on a real-life example, but
does feature real stations including
High Wycombe and Beaconsfield location on which the village is
based.
Tickets to the village cost £12.50 for
adults and £8.00 for children.
Further afield. These are four
heritage railways and other sites still
present in Buckinghamshire, but if
you fancy travelling further afield,
there are plenty of others to take in.

Finmere has been disused since the
1960’s but can still be viewed today
from the road in Newton Purcell,
although it is badly overgrown.
As part of the government’s HS2
construction, the site of the station
was handed over and will be
destroyed as part of the project.
So you better move quickly if you still
want to grab a sight of the station
before it is gone for good.
Bekonskot
An iconic spot in Buckinghamshire,
Bekonskot makes the UK’s list of

Chinnor & Princes Risborough
Railway can be found in
neighbouring Oxfordshire and runs
along the foot of the Chilterns,
making for a beautiful journey.
The Cholsey and Wallingford Railway
is also in Oxfordshire.
A third railway to look out for across
the border is in Blenheim Park and
takes passengers around a large
portion of the grounds.
There are also eight heritage railways
to explore in Northamptonshire,
including the Northampton and
Lamport Railway.

Book club

🍷📖

(IRL)

Full attendance at the meeting on 23
June where all twelve members were
fortunate enough to be able to sit
together outdoors on a beautiful balmy
evening.
Most members agreed that they
preferred the white wine and those
that disagreed drank the red. Or water.
One member preferred low alcohol
beer but all opinions are valid and
respected at Book Club and no names
will be mentioned to protect the
innocent.
The evening produced some lively
discussions centred around the village
fete, reopening of the cafe, uncertainty
about the village pub, grandchildren,
vaccinations, holidays, health scares
and dogs.
As the night got cooler, blankets
appeared, fairy lights were lit and more

wine helped to keep out the chill. The
delicious supermarket snacks consisted
of Hula Hoops, Chipsticks, Cheese
Straws and crisps and while these were
not at all tempting earlier on, they
became absolutely irresistible after
enough wine had been consumed.
Everyone appreciated being able to
meet in person again after so many
Zoom meetings and the meeting ended
rather late. Apologies to Bricstock
neighbours.
Oh yes, the book was ‘Too Much
Happiness’ by Alice Munro. Wrongly
titled and comprising of ten short
stories, not very popular on the whole
and maybe not the best choice when
people were still in need of something
more positive. Opinions differed as to
how deserving Munro was of her Nobel
Prize.
Deirdre Whyte

Servicing, Repairs & MOTs Free Collection & Delivery
(Within 10 miles of Aston Abbotts) Friendly & Reliable

My passion is my work with 35 years experience. Very fair rates

Call Richard Upton

07769668672

THE ASTON ABBOTTS
AND CUBLINGTON
LADIES CLUB
The Aston Abbotts Village Hall is
booked for the 16th September for
2.30pm for a get together of ladies
who have been members of the
club. Sadly this may be our last
meeting as we all have very busy
lives, which is lovely, and I am
finding it a bit difficult to fit the
running of the club into my life.

Come to have a catch up with
people you may not have seen for
a while. Please let me know by
email aejcurnow@me.com or
telephone 01296 707833 for
catering purposes.
April Gilbert ( Curnow as was )

Chequers, country
retreat of Prime
Ministers
Louie Chandler & Pete Lucas
Buckinghamshire is home to many
grand country houses but one of the
most famous is undoubtedly Chequers.

It was also where Winston Churchill
wrote some of his rousing World War
Two speeches. More recently, Theresa
May’s Brexit plan was drawn up during
a meeting at the house and Boris
Johnson chose to recover there after
being hospitalised with coronavirus.
But despite being around for so long,
plenty of people still know nothing
about one of the most noteworthy
buildings in Britain. Let us fill you in
As previously mentioned, the estate lies
in Buckinghamshire. But more precisely
it can be found at the foot of the
Chiltern Hills, near the village of
Ellesborough and between Princes
Risborough and Wendover.

Built in the 16th century, the residence
just outside Aylesbury was donated to
former Prime Minister David Lloyd
George by Sir Arthur Lee in 1921. Lee
thought that the head of state ought to
have a lavish location in which he or
she could entertain foreign dignitaries
and other important state people, so
handed over the Grade I listed National
Heritage building in a Deed of
Settlement.
During the First World War it was even
used as a hospital and then a nursing
home for wounded officers, and there
is a stained glass window in the long
gallery that reads: “This house of peace
and ancient memories was given to
England as a thank-offering for her
deliverance in the great war of
1914–1918 as a place of rest and
recreation for her Prime Ministers
forever.”

Coombe Hill, which can be found next
door to Chequers, was also part of the
estate until the 1920s, when it was
handed over to the National Trust.
The grand front entrance to Chequers

Now, the ownership technically falls
under The Chequers Trust, but it
remains in complete control of whoever
is Prime Minister at the time. Lee said
at the time that his move was to ensure
that, no matter what class future Prime
Ministers may come from, they would
have an impressive house in which to
entertain.

“It is not possible to foresee or foretell
from what classes or conditions of life
the future wielders of power in this
country will be drawn,” he said. “Some
may be as in the past men of wealth
and famous descent; some may belong
to the world of trade and business;
others may spring from the ranks of the
manual toilers.
“To none of these in the midst of their
strenuous and responsible labours
could the spirit and anodyne of
Chequers do anything but good.”
The only way you will be able to visit
the building is to rise to a position of
prominence in the UK Government or
an overseas one. Chequers has never
been open to the public, unfortunately.
It has just ten bedrooms - small for a
country manor - but 1,500 acres of
land.

The Queen and Edward Heath famously
welcomed US President Richard Nixon
in 1970 - pre-Watergate - while David
Cameron hosted model Claudia Schiffer
for dinner at the residence in 2015.
Both George Bushes were welcomed to
the house by Margaret Thatcher in
1984 and Tony Blair in 2001. Mr Blair
also welcomed Vladimir Putin later that
year.
Another iconic visit came in 2003 when
Gerry Adams and Martin McGuiness of
Sinn Fein were both invited by Mr Blair.
David Cameron welcomed Chinese
President Xi Jinping in 2015, a visit that
produced a very awkward pint-drinking
photo of the pair.
Donald Trump met Theresa May at the
residence rather than at Downing
Street, sidestepping the protests
against his visit in London.

Inside you'll find a vast art collection,
with 190 pieces dating from the early
sixteenth century to a 1937 piece by a
certain Winston Churchill.
Margaret Thatcher's daughter Carol
called Chequers the "perfect weekend
retreat", likening it to a "boutique
hotel, albeit with top-level security".
There is no confirmed reason why the
retreat was given the name it has to
this day. One theory however is that it
derives from an early owner of
Ellesborough manor, Elias Ostiarius. The
surname ‘Ostiarus’ meant an usher of
the Court of Exchequer. The coat of
arms in the manor also featured a
checkers board and it is thought that
the name may have derived from it.
Alternatively, some have theorised that
it is in fact named after the chequer
trees that grow in its grounds.

It's been used to host all sorts of
important people, especially politicians.
In recent years Angela Merkel and
Donald Trump have been just two of
the long list of well-known guests that
have visited.

Parrott Brothers Butchers Whitchurch.
Local Quality Butchers
Beechmoor Farm, Whitchurch, Aylesbury HP22 4LG
Opens 7AM Tuesday to Saturday

Phone: 01296 641207

Jerusalem artichokes

DIARY
I was talking to my allotment
neighbour, James, last week who was
regretting the fact that he had recently
decided to move his Jerusalem
artichokes to a new position, and it
occurred to me that it might be useful
for me to write about plants that are
very difficult to get rid of. This may help
some of my readers to avoid making
the same mistakes that I have made
over the years.

They are a delicious vegetable, which
deserve to be better-known. Their only
drawback is that they are very knobbly,
like ginger, and therefore difficult to
peel. However, a further disadvantage,
as I have found (my late wife having
planted some in our garden some 20
years ago), and as James has just
discovered (having as many artichokes
growing in the old bed as in the new
one), is that unless you remove from
the ground every single tuber, or part of
a tuber, when you dig them up, next
year a new plant will grow from the
piece that was left. (Why the plant has
not taken over the world, I do not
know! They are almost impossible to
eradicate).
Raspberries
Raspberries throw out underground
suckers, which produce new plants a

metre or more from the original plant,
so that your raspberry bed keeps on
getting bigger. In addition, if you try to
get rid of your raspberry bed (as you
have to do every 10 years or so,
because the plants become too old to
produce much fruit) you will find that
no matter how hard you try to dig up all
the roots, raspberry plants keep
popping up in the spring. I am not sure
whether this is because one inevitably
leaves some pieces of old root in the
ground, or because of the suckers
mentioned above. But I do know that
this problem has been experienced by
another allotment neighbour, Ann
Goodman, and me, who are currently
trying to get rid of our raspberry beds.
A further problem with raspberries is
that because of their intricate root
system and the suckers, it is very
difficult to weed between the canes
satisfactorily, so that one ends up with
a mass of weeds and grass growing
between the plants, which is very
difficult to get rid of.
Squitch or Couch grass
This is a type of grass which has the
unfortunate property of being able to
grow from the tiniest part of a root
which is left in the ground. If you dig up
a clump of grass and find that it has a
white root, which frequently has side
roots growing at right-angles, then you
have squitch. The only solutions are
either to make sure you dig up every
particle of white root, or, if it is
convenient to do so, to weed-kill it.
Stinging nettles
Make sure you dig them up, or
weed-kill them, while they are still fairly
young. If you leave nettles for a year or

more,
they
develop
a
long,
yellow-coloured root system, and
become very difficult to eradicate, since
the yellow root system can throw up
new shoots.
Gallant soldier
I know I keep banging on about this
weed, but it really is a nightmare if your
garden/allotment becomes infested
with it. Last year my allotment
neighbour, Brian, was so appalled by
the way part of my allotment was
overrun by these weeds in the autumn,
that he spent some time helping me, by
weed-killing the infestation. This seems
to have been successful, although I am
still waiting to see if the weed takes
hold again in the autumn. I think the
answer is to pull up all the gallant
soldier plants, preferably before they
flower, and in any event when they are
in flower. DO NOT let them seed! (As I
obviously did!) If they grow too
abundantly to do this, weed-kill them in
the autumn, when there will be few
vegetables to be affected by the
weed-killing spray
Potatoes are another vegetable which
will grow new plants from any tuber
you mistakenly leave in the ground –
and in my experience it is impossible
not to miss one or two potatoes when
you are harvesting the crop. However,
this is not a problem: one can easily pull
up the new potato plant when it grows
in the spring; or, if it is somewhere
where it is not interfering with your
other crops, leave it to grow, and
harvest the potatoes in the autumn.
When I took over my plot some 15/20
years ago, I had to get rid of a lot of
bindweed, and thought I had virtually
eradicated it. However, for some reason

this year (perhaps due to the unusual
weather in the spring) it has
re-appeared with a vengeance. The
answer is (I hope) not simply to pull the
plant up, but to use a trowel as well to
extract the root as well.
Finally, readers may remember that in
the July diary I mentioned that I had
re-planted my whole carrot crop, and
was waiting to see if the second
planting was going to be successful. It
was not! I have now sown 6 packets of
carrot seed, and do not have a single
plant to show for it! A number of my
fellow allotmenteers have also had
trouble growing carrots this year, but
none as extreme as me! I think that the
reason is that the temperature was too
cold when I sowed the original crop;
and then too warm when I sowed the
second. However, all my other
vegetables have done very well, and I
have grown more beetroot, cucumbers
and parsnips this year than I have ever
done before.
Peter Shorrock

STOP PRESS: I was speaking to
someone recently – I can’t remember
who, but probably a fellow allotment
holder – who said he had recently
lost his tomato crop to tomato blight.
I commiserated, and said it had
never happened to me. Within a
week, I noticed that two of my
tomato plants were looking a bit
poorly: leaves dropping and turning
brown. I thought I must have failed
to give them enough water, and so

gave them an extra soaking that
evening. I was out all the next day,
and only had time for a quick
watering first thing in the morning.
The following day I went to the
greenhouse in the afternoon, to find
that not only had the two plants
failed to respond to treatment: now
every one of my 12 tomato plants in
the greenhouse was affected!
Not only were leaves drooping and
turning brown, but the stems of the
plants all had large brown spots on
them, and the tomatoes that were
ripening were turning brown rather
than red, with mildew on the skins. I
researched it on the internet, and I
have clearly got tomato blight for the
first time. It seems that by the time
this has happened, there is nothing
one can do. I picked all the tomatoes
that were ripe or ripening; and also
picked the green tomatoes that were
big enough to eat, in the hope that
away from the infected plants they
would ripen normally. However, I
regret to say that Monty Don on the
internet says this will not happen.
The only thing to do is to turn the
green tomatoes into green tomato
chutney, if you like this.
The infected tomato plants I have
pulled up, to be destroyed.

Wingrave Community Choir
Waiting to welcome you, support
you, encourage you!
Are you free on September 13th? Are
Monday evenings usually
monotonous? Not any more!
It’s time to take the next step!

provide the release that can help
recharge your energy. It’s a fantastic
way to let off steam. Sing at the top
of your voice and let all your worries
and frustrations go!
· Studies have shown how singing
in a choir can improve your
health. Singing can help with
breathing problems; put you in a
good mood; reduce blood
pressure; sharpen the brain!
Ladies and gentlemen please come
along and find out what makes
Wingrave Community Choir so
special.
A warm welcome awaits you!
First 3 weeks free! Decide if you
want to join us!

Too much time has been spent in
lockdown - now it’s time to get on
with living and enjoying your life!
Don’t be anxious – no one will have
to sing alone! But everyone will
benefit from being together!
Need some reasons to join?
· People who like to sing come from
all walks of life. Music breaks
down barriers and there’s no
better example of that than at a
Community Choir.
·
Daily life can be stressful and
exhausting. Singing in a choir may

Monday 13th September at 8pm in
the Methodist Church Hall
If you have any questions please
contact Angie on 07908653006

Wingrave Art Club
Wingrave Art club is a friendly
informal group which meets weekly
to enjoy all aspects of art and to
support each other. There is no
tutor, but we have occasional
workshops.

The charge is £3.00/evening or a
reduced term fee.

For each meeting there is usually
an optional theme.

If you prefer only daytime activity,
we do run occasional day
workshops so let me know if you
would like to be just on my daytime
contact list.

The club is open to everyone,
whether you paint regularly or have
never drawn or painted and would
like to have a go. You are very
welcome to come and try it out.
We meet on a Tuesday evening at
the Methodist Church School Room,
Nup End Lane, 7.30 – 9.30pm. You
will receive a regular email reminder
of the meeting and future plans.

If you are interested in joining or you
would like to try it out, please
contact me.

Jane Muir Windmill Hill Farm,
Wingrave 681513
janefdmuir@btinternet.com

5th September 6.00pm

Evening Prayer

12th September 10.30am

Parish Communion

19th September 9.30am
Harvest Breakfast in Village Hall followed by
Harvest Festival Service in church for all ages at 10.am.
26th September 10.30am

Parish Communion
100 Club Draw July
1st prize, £50 Jackie White
2nd prize, £10 Bob Bean
100 Club August

1st prize, £50 Carol Spooner
2nd prize, £10 Alex Radbourne

QUIZ EVENING, 7pm, Friday 22 October,
Village Hall
In aid of St James’s Church. Quiz set by Andrew Krauss, Team Vicar
Hot supper, quiz and raffle. Book your table (max 6) or make up a
table on the night. Tickets on sale soon - contact Caroline Lane,
01296 681373, email carolinelane@btinternet.com or from any
member of the Parochial Church Council

The Next Stage
September is of course the time of
the year when the student-aged
population routinely moves forward
to the next stage – whether the next
year group, or a new school entirely,
or moving to university, or starting a

new course, or whatever else it
might be. Once people enter formal
working life, however, it is no longer
automatically the case that there is a
reliable annual landmark at which
one is clearly ‘moving on’.
Promotions, job changes and other
key landmark events in life aren’t laid
down so neatly over time and any

changes in direction are often
unexpected, which will have been
especially true for many over the last
eighteen months.
That having been said, it does seem
that many people have responded to
the pandemic by seeking to find new
opportunities moving out of it and to
bring back that sense of moving on
to the next stage even though the
previous or current stage in question
might seem to have been ‘inflicted’
on us. Finding ways actively to bring
in a distinct feeling of ‘moving on’
and making progress is important to
us all in our own ways, not least for
mental health, and perhaps it is even
more therapeutic if this is gradual
but consistent.

energy, not on fighting the old, but
on building the new” and there is
also reference in the gospels to the
wise head of a household who brings
out of his storeroom treasures new
and old. Both of these point to the
idea of moving on without ignoring
the previous basis upon which any
advance or change occurs. Even if we
are no longer moving annually onto a
new year-group in formal education
the fact never changes that we build
new stages upon previous progress,
whether our own or that of others,
and it might be especially worth
remembering that this year.
Andrew Krauss

Socrates once famously said “the
secret of change is to focus all your

Ride+Stride raises money for the
repair and restoration of churches
and chapels of any Christian
denomination. We have had help
here for St James’s in Aston Abbotts.
Saturday 11 September 2021, 10am –
6pm. Please join in - ride a bike, a

horse, or just walk around some of
our local churches. Half the money
you raise goes to the Trust and half
comes back to St James’s.
Details on the website, or from me or
Caroline Abel Smith

https://bucks-historic-churches.org/ri
de-stride/
I'll be cycling, and would love
company, but if this isn't your cup of
tea do please consider sponsoring me.
Here is my JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraisi
ng/caroline-lane9
Caroline Lane, tel. 681373
carolinelane@btinternet.com

Church Matters. The
diary of St. James’s
Looking back over the last two months
the highlights were Father’s day on
20th June and the Patronal Service
after the Fete on the weekend of
24/25th July. We appreciate all the
hard work that went into organising
this year’s Fete and all of you who
came along on the day. We are also
very grateful for the share of the
proceeds that we received.
There is plenty to do in September.
How about entering one or more
classes in the Horticultural Show on
4th September and for all the
enthusiasts that took up cycling during

lockdown, you have the opportunity
to raise money for the Church during
‘Ride & Stride’ on Saturday 11th
September.
Our Harvest Service on 19th
September will be preceded by
Breakfast at 9.30am in the Village Hall.
Finally, our Quiz on Friday 22nd
October, set by Andrew Krauss, Team
Vicar, is accompanied by a hot supper
and raffle (see elsewhere in this
month’s Chronicle for details).
David Gray
PCC Aston Abbotts

Advertise to our readers
(11 issues) Annual Advertising rates

Full Page Inside

£100
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Contact John Whyte 14 Bricstock, Aston Abbotts Bucks HP224LP.

07988001834
Deadline for Chronicle contributions is the 24th of each month.
Please send articles to: editor@aachronicle.co.uk

Village Fete Report 2021
Many thanks to all those who collected,
set-up, ran stalls and amusements, took
it all down again and put it away. The
weather was kind to us and we
managed to do it all without getting
wet!
The Fete proceeds (see table) will be
distributed according to the formula
proposed in the article in the June
Chronicle. That is, the first £500 to the
Parish Council as a contribution to the
costs of the Fireworks and the
Recreation Ground and the rest divided
equally between The Chronicle and the
Parish Church. I hope you agree that all
the effort is worthwhile.

years ago and for the last few years,
part (or all) of the management team.
As I approach 75, I feel it is time for me
to stand down, so there now is an
opportunity for someone or preferably
a small team to take over the running of
future Fetes. I hope it will be a help to
my successor(s) that I have committed
to print all that I have learnt myself or
from previous Organisers.
A new team needs to be in place by the
end of the year in order to make a
decision as to whether to hold a Fete in
2022 and what form it should take.
David Gray

I have been involved with the Fete since
coming to the village more than 20
years ago. I became the Treasurer 10
Income

Donations

£618
Total Income £4,940

Books

£185

Bottle Tombola

£361

Expenditure

Bric-a-Brac

£303

Aldbury Morris

£150

Cakes & Gifts

£200

Great Horwood Silver Band £160

PIMMS

£320

Raffle Prizes

£404

Treasure Hunt

£40

Gaming Licence (Raffle)

£20

Raffle

£2,037

Drinks Licence (TEN)

£21

Sunbeam Ride

£74

Public Address System

£148

Children's Stuff

£45

Raffle Ticket Production (Quills)

£127

Ice Creams

£175

Charge for use of Village Hall

£60

Skittles

£128

Village Hall Teas

£404

Fish & Chips

£50

Total Costs
Net Proceeds £3,850

£1,090

Czech Ambassador
visits Aston Abbotts
fete celebrating former
World War II hideout
The Czechoslovakia President fled to
Aston Abbotts when the Nazis took
over his own country.
By James Lowson
Czech Republic deputy ambassador
Aleš Opatrný visited Aston Abbotts
Fete to unveil a new World War II
information board on Saturday (July
24).
The ambassador came to see a new
plaque showing the longstanding
history between the village and the
Czech Republic.
Aston Abbotts was the place
Czechoslovakia President Edvard
Beneš found refuge after being forced
to flee his homeland during the war.
Defence Attaché Vladimír Stolárik and
Czech Republic Deputy Ambassador
Aleš Opatrný with Buckingham MP
Greg Smith
Whilst the Nazis occupied
Czechoslovakia the then President
lived in Aston Abbotts safe house.
Bucks became the of Czechoslovakia
in exile, with local hospitality meaning
the President was safe to meet with
Winston Churchill, but also other
exiled leaders especially General

Sikorski of Poland, Queen Wilhelmina
of the Netherlands, King Haakon VII of
Norway and Charles de Gaulle of Free
France.
Buckingham MP Greg Smith who
opened the fete, commented: "It was
a pleasure to formally open Aston
Abbotts fete and chat to local
residents. It felt very much like life is
getting back to normal, seeing
everyone coming together and
enjoying the wonderful array of stalls
and cream teas and flowers in the
church.
"A highlight of the afternoon was the
unveiling by Slovak Republic Defence
Attaché Vladimír Stolárik and Czech
Republic Deputy Ambassador Aleš
Opatrný of a new information board
on the history of Czechoslovakian
President Beneš exile to the village in
World War 2.
It's great that the link between the
two countries and all the local
connections are being celebrated and
that future generations will be able to
learn all about them."
Aston Abbotts village fete is
traditionally held on the last weekend
of July offering a mixture of food,
refreshments, stalls and family
activities.

Photos on the
back page.

Peter Shorrock purchased the most
books from the book stall. He bought so
many that he needed a wheelbarrow to
take them away!

Greg Smith. Aston Abbotts MP

