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1 INTRODUCTION
WHY CREATE A VILLAGE PLAN?
The purpose of this village Plan is to provide a framework for the future development and
growth of Aston Abbotts, so that it remains a viable, lively and successful community in the
21st Century, and remains a place which is as pleasant and enjoyable in which to live as it is
now, and has been in the experience of those compiling this Village Plan.
It is not intended to be an inflexible document, but one which will be updated and amended as
the years go on, and it is hoped that this will ensure that the document remains relevant to the
needs and aspirations of the community.
It is hoped that adherence to this plan will make it possible for young people in the village to
remain in the area, and that the facilities provided by the village will be preserved and
enhanced.

HOW THE PLAN WAS PRODUCED
In the spring of 2009, a questionnaire (see Appendix 7.1) was delivered to all households in
the village. 47 replies were processed, but not every respondent answered every question.
Recipients were asked to rank each question and the totals were added up and then divided by
the number of respondents. Villagers were also asked for any other points they would like
considered: these points were collated and presented in the Church Room, in the summer of
2010, and people were asked to rate them in order of preference. This gave a rough and ready
comparison of the overall strength of feeling regarding the different questions. The data from
the questionnaire has been analysed and actions proposed which are listed within the Plan.
Because of the delay in producing the document, further consultation was undertaken in 2010
through a questionnaire published in The Chronicle (the village magazine) and in 2011by an
open village meeting. The views expressed through both of these further consultations were
taken into account in finalising the Village Plan

WHO PRODUCED THE PLAN
The Plan was produced by a steering group made up of representatives living in the Village.
The group were as follows:
Bob Carvey
Kate Curry
Dickie Dicken
Peter Ellwood
Marcus Hall
Judy Hardcastle
James Perkins
Peter Shorrock
The Aston Abbotts Village Plan has been produced with guidance from Community Impact
Bucks and the ACRE Community Led Planning Toolkit.
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2 PARISH OVERVIEW
2.1 THE PARISH OF ASTON ABBOTTS
Aston Abbotts is a small village some 5/6 miles (8/9 kilometres) north-east of Aylesbury. Its
exact location is shown on the location map (Appendix 7.2.1), and the layout of the village
is shown on the Ordnance Survey map (Appendix 7.2.2). At the date of the first census in
1801, the population was 276, and from that date until 1991 it has varied between about 250
and 350 people. In 2001 it rose for the first time above the 400 mark, to 404. The number of
dwellings in 2001 was 160.
There are three roads providing access to the village. The road to the south leads to the A418
(the Aylesbury-Leighton Buzzard road), about half a mile from Aston Abbotts, and to
Wingrave, at what is commonly called the ‘Wingrave Crossroads’. The road to the north leads
to the adjoining village of Cublington, and thence to Wing & Whitchurch. The road to the
west leads to Weedon, along a lane called ‘Lines Hill’, after the farmer who owned the
adjoining farmland some 200 years ago.
The road is still a gated road, although now the gates are only rarely closed. (The last time was
around 2005, when a local farmer, Peter Knight, was herding sheep). This road leads past
Burston and Burston Hill Farm, the site of an early Saxon settlement. Just beyond Weedon is
the main trunk route to Buckingham, the A413.
The area of the parish is 2,193 acres, and the village itself is 468 feet (approximately 142
metres) above sea level. The O. S. grid reference of the village is SP8420. There is little
employment within the parish: what there is, is mainly provided by the Hay Barn Industrial
Estate to the north of the village, together with Buckland Landscapes (located on the road
between Cublington and Whitchurch), one or two farms and a livery stable. There is no longer
a village shop, which closed in 2005. There is now only one pub in the village, the Royal Oak
– the other pub, the Bull & Butcher, having closed in 2003. There is a hall in the village,
commonly called the Church Room, which is used as a village hall; and a trust
comprised of members of the village has recently taken a lease on the building from the
Church Trustees, in order to spend money on enlarging and improving it, and run it as a
village hall. At the moment it is small and old-fashioned, but it is hoped that things will be
improved and the building extended, now the lease has been granted. A mobile fish & chip
van visits the village once a week in the evening. The BCC mobile library van visits the
village once a month.
There is no longer a school in the village, and the nearest school is the Wingrave Church of
England Combined School, which takes children until the age of eleven. After this age
children predominantly go to school in Aylesbury or Wing. There is no doctor’s surgery: with
the nearest being one of the three surgeries in Wing or Whitchurch.
The village has a recreation ground, and there is a small, but well-appointed, children’s
playground there. There are also a number of allotments, on land owned by Church Trustees
on the outskirts of the village.
The village church is the Church of St. James the Great, which was extensively rebuilt under
the direction of G. E. Street in 1865/6, except for the lower part of the late perpendicular west
tower of rough ashlar, which dates back to the 15th/16th Centuries. Legend has it that this
rebuilding was due to a fire, but there is no historical evidence that there ever was one. There
is some 14th Century work reset in the chancel, and the font is from the 15th Century. The
church has 6 bells, numbers 1, 2 & 4 having been made by Anthony Chandler in 1652.
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Alongside the western approach to the village is the one notable house in the village, called
The Abbey, which Pevsner describes as being “stuccoed, mildly neoclassical, eleven bay
south facing, of c. 1800, with a haphazard rhythm which hints at an older building
underneath”. It is on the site of a grange, or country house, formerly belonging to St. Albans
Abbey.
The village has mains electricity and water, and much of the village has mains drainage and
gas. It also has a high water table, and a number of the older properties in the village still have
(largely disused) wells. Aston Abbotts has a broadband connection. The village has its own
excellent village magazine, which is published 11 times a year, and is distributed free of
charge to all houses in the village and immediate area.
The village is served by 4 bus routes – Nos. 150, 153, 154 and 165. Route 165 stops in the
village,travelling between Aylesbury and Leighton Buzzard. Route 150 stops at Wingrave
Crossroads, while Routes 153/4 stop in the village. They serve Aylesbury, Central Milton
Keynes and Leighton Buzzard.

The Abbey
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3 PARISH HISTORY
The earliest mention of the village, like many others, was in the Domesday Book, produced in
1086. At this time the village and surrounding land (amounting to 1,200 acres) were owned by
the Abbott of St. Albans, and this gave rise to the village’s name. It was the ‘east tun’ (or east
settlement) – which, as was usual, became corrupted to ‘Aston’ – of the Abbott, and was
therefore called Abbott’s Aston or Aston Abbotts, to distinguish it from the other ‘east tuns’ in
the area – such as Aston Clinton and Aston Sandford. We do not know why it was called the
‘east tun’, but we do know there was an earlier settlement at Burston, at the bottom of Lines
Hill, and it may have been called ‘East Tun’, because it was to the east of Burston. The area
continued to belong to St. Albans Abbey until the Dissolution of the Monastries in around
1539.
Until the 18th Century, the land in the parish was in three parcels. That to the north of Lines
hill was owned by the Abbot of St. Albans. It remained in the possession of the Abbey until
the dissolution of Monastries by Henry VIII. It then passed into the hands of Lord Russell, and
ultimately in the 18th Century to the Earl of Chesterfield. It was subsequently sold to Lord
Overstone, and after his death, his daughter, Lady Wantage, who inherited the land, sold it in
1919 to the sitting tenants, so ending a thousand years of ownership by the great land owners.
The land to the south of Lines Hill was owned by the Lord of the Manor of Burston, and in
1524 it was acquired by Robert Lee, who became Earl of Lichfield. Through marriage it
passed to the eleventh Lord Dillon; to be sold by that family to William Leader in 1802. His
son, John Temple Leader, who was MP for Westminster, sold the land to Lionel de Rothschild
on the early 1900’s. The area to the west of the village was common land, but in1795 this
common land was divided up by an Enclosure Act.
Until around the end of the Second World War, the greater part of the population was
involved in agriculture in one way or another. At the present time, however, very few of the
inhabitants are so engaged.
Very few of the domestic buildings which now exist in the village date back to much beyond
the 19th century. Some which do are the Royal Oak Inn, Oak Farm House, Church Farm
House and the building housing the former village shop, all of which are believed in part
to date back to the 15th or 16th Centuries. In the mid-1800’s Aston Abbotts was almost
completely rebuilt, mainly by Lord Overstone. The village still has the three blocks of terraced
cottages dating from this time. The Listed Buildings in the village are shown on the map
Appendix 7.3.3., and the Conservation Areas within the village are shown in Appendix
7.3.4.
The house now called The Abbey has two claims to historical fame. It was the home in the
19th Century of Sir James Clark Ross, the discoverer of the magnetic pole in 1831. He lived
there following his marriage in 1845 until his death in 1862. Then during the Second World
War, it was the home of Dr. Edvard Benes, the President of Czechoslovakia, who lived here in
exile until he was able to return home again in 1945.
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4 PARISH INFORMATION
4.1 2001 CENSUS DATA
Age –The total population was 404, split into 201 males and 203 females. The mean age
was 39.87, and the median age 42. The split by age was as follows:
Aged 0-4
20
Aged 5-15
57
Aged 16-24 40
Aged 25-44 108
Aged 45-64 120
Aged 65-74 32
Aged 75 & over
27
Cars – the total number of cars in the area was 262, and this broke down as follows:
No cars owned by household 13
One car per household 59
Two cars per household 62
Three or more cars per household 25
Economic activity between ages from 16 to 74:
Males
Employed or economically active 210
Unemployed 6
Economically inactive 78
Females
Employed or economically active 93
Unemployed 3
Economically inactive 146
Type of accommodation
Detached house or bungalow 45
Semi-detached/terraced 110
Flat or caravan 4
Tenure
Owner-occupied 120
Rented from Council 19
Rented from private landlord 20
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4.2 ENVIROMENTAL MATTERS
Aston Abbotts is within an Area of Attractive Landscape (‘AAL’) and a large part of the
village is a Conservation Area (‘CA’) – please see Appendix 7.2.4 for details. The effect of
these designations is as follows:
AAL – any development likely to affect the special character, appearance or enjoyment of the
area will not be permitted.
CA – within and adjacent to a CA, new developments & extensions (i) must follow existing
street patterns, (ii) should not result in the loss of an open area that contributes to the setting of
other buildings, and (iii) should not rely on on-street parking, unless this results in no increase
in traffic
Aston Abbotts is listed in the Local Plan as a Tier 4 settlement, which, broadly speaking,
means it is not intended to expand. New development will be restricted to replacement or
infill, following planning rules similar to those already in force.
In addition there are seven listed buildings in the village: the Church, The Abbey, Church
Farm House, Home Farm House, the Royal Oak public house, Oak Farm House, and No.1
The Green (the building housing the old village shop). A map showing the location of these
listed buildings is included as Appendix 7.2.3.

4.3 PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS
There are a number of public footpaths, and one bridleway leading from the village towards
neighbouring settlements and communities. Their positions are depicted on Appendix 7.2.5.
They are the result of historic accident, but it is felt that the village is well served so far as
footpaths are concerned. There are no cycle-ways in the parish.

The bridleway looking towards the Whitchurch-Cublington Road from Freemason’s Wood
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4.4 PARKING
There is a good deal of on-street parking in the village, because many of the older properties
do not have facilities for parking within the curtilage of their properties. When planning
permission has been granted in recent years for new houses, AVDC have insisted that the
developer provided parking, following the guidelines set out in the Local Plan, which have
regard to the size of the dwelling unit, the number of bedrooms, and whether communal
parking is available.

4.5 TRAFFIC & ALLIED MATTERS
There is a 30mph speed limit throughout the village.
At the moment the streetlights at the Wingrave crossroads have been permanently switched
off by BCC with a view to reducing its carbon footprint. They have, however, erected new
lights at a lower level to provide illumination for the two bus-stops there, and those on the
north-west side have been adopted by this parish.

A row of Overstone cottages built around 1865
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5 ASTON ABBOTTS VILLAGE PLAN
The sections below provide an overview of the feedback given by residents through the
various consultations. The views of the residents were then used to create actions which are
summarised in the table at the end of the plan.

5.1 THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY
The overwhelming view of residents (84%) was that Aston Abbotts has a strong sense of
community and every effort should be made to ensure that this is preserved. A range of
suggestions was made on how to best maintain its community spirit, which in summary were
dependent on people taking an active interest and participating in village life. Enthusiasm was
expressed for the range of activities and events held throughout the year, and recognition
given to the importance of having facilities that enable these various events to take place.
Specifically, the recreation ground provides a valuable open space for the community and is
used for events such as the “Astonbury” music festival and the fireworks night. The Church
Room or Village Hall provides a function room that is used for various community meetings,
events and the Thursday coffee morning. The Royal Oak provides a place for villagers to meet
and socialise, hosting social gatherings such as the 6:30 Club (when men in the village meet to
share a drink on Saturday evenings), and the G.N.O.M.E.S. (a club for ladies to meet and chat
over a drink). In their own way each facility, event and the Church bring the community
together, creating social interactions that build and maintain community spirit.

5.2 HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT
The consensus from the consultation undertaken was that in general residents were not
concerned about new housing development. However the majority of residents would want
any new housing development to take place within the village envelope.
Architecturally, development should be in keeping with the traditional look seen in many of
the village properties. Preference was also given for semi-detached, terraced and detached
dwellings with a minimum of two allocated parking spaces. However this would need to be
balanced with the need for more affordable homes to ensure housing for all ages and income
groups. A number of residents aired concerns regarding the control of development and
suggested that AVDC planning regulations were not sufficient to regulate building.

5.3 COMMUNICATIONS
The majority of residents agreed that the village magazine, The Chronicle, was effective in
telling them what was going on in the village. Further to this the majority of residents also
agreed that the notice boards within the village were adequate.

5.4 TRANSPORT
In consultation the residents felt that the public transport links for Aston Abbotts were
insufficient. However, when asked if they would use public transport, if it were more readily
available, the majority would not take advantage of the increase.
In respect of the traffic through the village it was felt that the speed of vehicles was the major
problem. When options for speed calming were listed in the questionnaire, however, the
Speed Indicator Device (SID) was the only option that received a positive response.
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Wingrave Road looking towards The Green

The Royal Oak in winter
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Parking was highlighted by a number of residents as being a problem. Furthermore, the
requirement for sufficient gritting when roads were icy was mentioned by a number of
residents.

5.5 EDUCATION AND FACILITIES
It is clear from the questionnaire results that residents feel that a number of village facilities
are very important - in particular the Church Room (or Village Hall), which an overwhelming
majority considered provided a valuable resource to the village.
Equally the children’s play area was also seen by the majority as being of considerable
importance. It was also felt by many that a number of extra facilities would benefit the village.
However, this was balanced by the acceptance that financial constraints could make these
unviable.
Those mentioned which could fall into this category were a village post office/shop, new
village hall and a pre-school.
Most residents thought that the existing public footpaths and bridleway network were
adequate.

5.6 SECURITY AND ENVIRONMENT
The overwhelming view was that the village is a safe place to live. The majority of residents
within the village had not been a victim of crime. However, there was a feeling that there was
not a sufficient police presence.
The suggestion that a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme within the village should be re-launched
was voiced by a number of residents. The majority thought that the re-cycling facilities
provided by AVDC were sufficient; that there were enough litter bins in the village, and that
they would support annual “litter-blitzes” or tidy-up days.

5.6 PARISH COUNCIL
The majority of villagers were aware of the role and responsibility of the Parish Council. They
believed that it spoke for the majority and represented the views of its residents but it was felt
that the Council does not have a significant influence. On this point the majority believed that
AVDC and BCC should delegate more power to the Parish Council.

5.7 THE CHURCH
The Church plays a vital role in the village, according to the view expressed by the majority of
villagers. There was however an indeterminate view on whether it was important for the
village to have its own vicar. A number of suggestions were made for additional uses of the
Church. These included providing cream teas, plant sales, pre-school, concerts and music
events.
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The Church Room

The flag and stained glass Window in St James’ Church
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6 ACTION PLAN SUMMARY
NEXT STEPS
A sub-group of the Parish Council is to be set-up to manage the actions resulting from the
Village Plan. This is to be chaired by a Parish Councillor.
The sub-group will then report back progress on the Village Plan on a quarterly basis to the
Parish Council.
An annual update/refreshment of the Plan will take place with the opportunity for villagers to
air their views through the Annual Parish Meeting.

The Royal Oak
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ACTION PLAN
ACTION

Ensure that all events within the village have proper
plans in place for refuse collection and returning the
land/facility to its original state.

HOW IT WILL BE TACKLED

PRIORITY

Disclaimer creation

High

The Parish Council to be responsible for managing
the Village Plan, specifically ensuring that actions are
As per details in plan
completed and the Plan is kept up to date.

STRATEGIC

SERVICE
PROVIDERS

COMMUNITY

Encourage the Village Hall Trustees to improve, and,
if possible, extend the Village Hall to ensure the
Trustees to progress
facility is both enhanced and preserved.

High

High

Explore ways of improving the use
of the village pub as a village facility.

Consultation feedback
to be provided

Medium

To ensure that the village website is kept up to date.

Village organisations to provide
information and keep up-to-date

Medium

The Parish Council is to ensure that notice boards
are kept functional and up to date.

Monitored by parish clerk and
updated

High

Liaison with Parochial
Church Council

High

The creation of a Village Design Statement
that guides any potential development.

Build into neighbourhood plan

High

Parish Council to investigate traffic/speed
calming measures for the village.

Options appraisal

Low

Parish Council to investigate parking condition
options.

Build into neighbourhood plan

Low

Explore ways of utilising the Church further
as a village facility. Any alternative use feedback to
be passed to the Parochial Church Council for
action/response.

Investigate the re-launch of a Neighbourhood Watch Place Chronicle advertisement
Scheme.
following guidance from officer

Low

Investigate options regarding the lighting of the
footpath to ‘Wingrave Crossroads’ and the crossroads Undertake consultation and
planning
itself.

Medium

Investigate options regarding
a shop/post office facility.

Medium

Research options

In light of the new ‘Big Society’ strategy introduced
by the coalition government the Parish Council
Consultation with Aylesbury Vale
should work with its council partners on delegation of
District Council
power where it is of benefit to the village.

16

Medium

TIMESCALE

RESPONSIBILITY
(LEAD AND PARTNERS)

RESOURCE
IMPLICATIONS

MONITORING
RESPONSIBILITY

STATUS

Short

Parish Council

n/a

Parish Council

Complete

Long

Parish Council

n/a

Parish Council

Ongoing

Short

Church Room trustees

n/a

Church Room
trustees

Ongoing

Long

Parish Council

n/a

Parish Council

Ongoing

Short

webmaster

n/a

Parish Council

Ongoing

Short

Parish Council

n/a

Parish Council

Ongoing

Long

Parochial church council

n/a

Parish Council

Ongoing

Medium

Parish Council

Funding available

Parish Council

Ongoing

Long

Parish Council

Local Area Forum

Parish Council

Ongoing

Long

Parish Council

Funding available

Parish Council

Ongoing

Short

Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme

n/a

Parish Council

Ongoing

Long

Parish Council

Precept/grants

Parish Council

Ongoing

Long

Working group

n/a

Parish Council

Ongoing

Long

Parish Council

n/a

Parish Council

Ongoing
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7 APPENDIXES
7.1

2009 QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

7.2.1 MAP SHOWING LOCATION OF ASTON ABBOTTS
7.2.2 DETAILED MAP OF ASTON ABBOTTS
7.2.3 MAP SHOWING LISTED BUILDINGS
7.2.4 MAP SHOWING CONSERVATION AREAS
7.2.5 MAP SHOWING PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AND
BRIDLEWAY
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7.1 ANALYSIS OF QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS
There were 47 replies to the questionnaire, which was delivered to every house in the parish.
However, not every respondent relied to every question, so that the numbers do not always add
up to 47. The totals were then added up and divided by the number of respondents, which gave
an approximate comparison of the overall strength of feeling regarding the different questions.
In the summary below, the following abbreviations are used, where appropriate:
SA – strongly agree; A – agree; NV – no view; D – disagree; SD – strongly disagree
E – extremely; S strongly; M – mildly; NAA – not at all
V – vital; I – important; NV – no view; L - little; NAA – not at all
Y – yes; N – no
1. The village has a strong sense of community: SA 10; A 29; NV 4; D 3; SD 0
2. Are you concerned about any of the following?
2.1 Amount of new housing: E 8;S 12; M 12; NAA 12
2.2 Lack of new housing: E 1; S 4; M 10; NAA 30
2.3 Number of second homes: E 2; S 2; M 8; NAA 32
2.4 Destruction of verges: E10;S 12;M 21; NAA 4
2.5 Lack of footpaths: E 10; S 6; M 16 NAA 12
2.6 Overhanging hedges and trees: E 7; S 8; M 20; NAA 12
2.7 What other matters concern you? Items which were mentioned by more than one
respondent were: lack of affordable housing, parking on the main road through the
village, cars speeding through the village; and potholes
3. The community spirit should be protected and preserved: SA 27; A 18; NV 2; D 0; SD 0
4. How can community spirit best be promoted? Items which were mentioned by more than
one respondent were: preserving amenities like the village hall and the pub, welcoming
newcomers, taking part in village activities and joining village clubs and organisations;
helping the elderly and vulnerable; and trying to keep the Thursday morning shop in the
village hall.
5. What other points do you think relevant? Items mentioned by more than one respondent
were: doing something for children in the village, and perhaps reinstating a youth club;
and the fact that Bucks C. C. does not grit all the roads serving the village in icy weather.
6. How important is it to provide housing for all ages and income groups? V 13; I 20; NV
4; L 7; NAA 3
7. How long has your household lived in Aston Abbotts? Less than a year 3; between 1 – 3
years 1; between 4 – 10 years 11; between 11 -15 years 10; between 16 – 30 years 14;
more than 30 years 8
8. Have members of your family had to leave the village for financial or other reasons? Y
6; N 41. Of those you had to leave, 4 said their family member had to leave because
he/she could not afford a house here; one said their mother had to go into residential
care, and the other left for job related reasons.
9. Any new house should be built within the existing village envelope: SA 25; A 11; NV 3;
D 7; SD 1
10. (1)Should developments in the village be in keeping with the traditional look and feel of
the village? Y 39; N 4; NV 1
(2) Are AVDC’s planning regulations sufficient to regulate building within the village?
Y 11; N 24; NV 9
11. What type of housing stock should be given priority?
OwnerCouncil
Private
Shared o’ship
occup.
rented
rented
Flats
7
1
3
6
Bungalows
8
8
1
3
Terraced
18
6
2
5
Semi-detached 18
1
3
7
Detached
17
1
19

12. Cheaper housing for long term village housing is more important than ensuring that new
buildings are architecturally traditional: SA 6; A 6; NV 6; D 21;SD 7
13. Future development should stipulate the number of parking spaces: Y 40; N 6. Of those
who replied, 2 respondents wanted 1 space per dwelling; 14 wanted 2 spaces; 3 wanted 3
spaces, and the other 2 said it depended on the development.
14. Do you have any other points to make with regard to housing development? Matters
which were raised by two or more respondents were: off-road parking should be a
priority; the visual impact of any new housing was important, and it should not adversely
affect the Conservation Areas of the village; and that there should be no further
development in the village.
15. Does the village magazine (“the Chronicle”) tell you enough about what is going on in
the village? Y 42; N4
16. What else should the Chronicle contain? Those matters mentioned by two or more
respondents were the wish for more articles and contributions, and a request for a bus
timetable to be printed.
17. Do we need more village notice boards? Y4; N 41(There are now two notice boards: one
mainly for the use of the Parish Council; the other for the public).
18. Do you have any other points to make about communications? The only thing raised by
more than one respondent was the need to keep the village website up to date, and the
suggestion that it should contain current news and publicise events which for some
reason had not been mentioned in the Chronicle.
19. If you do not have access to a car, public transport is adequate. SA 4; A 8; NV 12; D 20;
SD 3
20. Without the use of a car, how do you get to appointments outside the village? Bus 7;
Taxi 12; Friends 28; Other 1
21. Would you use public transport if it was more readily available? Y 16; N 29; NV 1
22. The following are problems:
(1) The volume of traffic going through the village: SA 15; A 12; NV 6; D 12; SD 1
(2) The size of vehicles going through the village: SA 16; A 14;NV 7; D 10; SD 1
(3) The speed of vehicles going through the village: SA 24; A 12; NV 6; D 5; SD 0
23. Should there be a roundabout or traffic lights at the junction with the A418? Y 28; N 17;
NV 1
24. (1)Would you like to see any of the following speed control measures in the village?
Traffic calming: Y 18; N 21
A 20mph speed limit: Y 17; N20
“Children at Play” signs: Y 14; N 20
Speed cameras: Y 10; N 25
Chicanes: Y 9; N 24
Speed Indication Device: Y 20; N 17
Speed bumps; Y 8 N 28
(2) Are there any other measures you would like to see? Those proposed by more than
one respondent were: extending the 30 mph limits in each direction; and a more frequent
police presence.
25. Would you like to see any of the following changes to the roads in the Village?
(1) More pavements: Y 25; N 18
(2) More street lights: Y 15; N 29
(3) Fewer street lights: Y 9 N 29
(4) Better local sign-posting: T 2; N 38
(5) Lowered kerbs: Y 7; N 32
(6) Cycle ways: Y 10; N 33
Other points proposed regarding transport made by more than one respondent were: a
pavement/footpath from the village to Wingrave crossroads (Now constructed); a
pavement/footpath in Moat Lane; and keeping Aston Abbotts looking like a village
and not a town suburb.
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26. Where would you like to see these changes? Those mentioned by more than one
respondent were: Wingrave Road (footpath /pavement (Now constructed, )and more
street lights); Moat Lane (footpath/pavement & more street lights); The Abbey side of
the Green (street lights); and cycle paths on roads to neighbouring villages.
27. How important is it to build a footpath from the village to the junction with the A418? V
15; I 22; NV 4; L 6; NAA 0. (Now constructed).
28. Are there any other points you wish to make regarding transport? Points made by more
than one respondent were: on-road parking is becoming more of a problem; and concern
that the village is being used as a “rat run”, which will become worse with more and
more housing development in Aylesbury, coupled with an inadequate road infrastructure.
29. With regard to education:
(1) Would a pre-school facility in the village be desirable? Y 11; N 5; NV 30
(2) Are there enough facilities for adult education in the area? Y 20; N 8; NV 18
(3) Is transport to local schools adequate? Y 17; N 1; NV 28
30. Are there any other points you wish to make regarding education? No two respondents
made the same points, but comment was made that there was no organised transport in
the evenings; and that children from Lines Hill & Moat Lane have to be driven to the
centre of the village to catch the school bus, because of the absence of a
footpath/pavement.
31. How important are the following?
(1) That the children’s play area is supported & maintained: V 18; I 21;NV 5; L 2; NAA
1
(2) The weekly village shop facility in the Village Hall: V 12; I 29; NV 4; L 2; NAA 0
(3) The overall facilities provided by the Village Hall: V 21; I 22; NV 3; L 0; NAA 0
32. Please rate the following statements:
(1) We need a post office/shop of our own: SA 9; A 13; NV 12; D 12; SD 0
(2) We should seek to develop a Community Hall as well as a Village Hall: SA 5; A 8;
NV 12; D 14; SD 5
(3) The footpaths and bridleways in the parish are sufficient for its needs: SA 2; A 27;
NV 6; D 7; SD 6
33. What other facilities would you like to see put in place to improve the village? Many
points had already been made in other answers to questions on the questionnaire, but the
following were suggested by more than one person: more bridleways; a village shop/post
office (although many mentioned that they realised this would not be economically
viable); and a new or improved village hall (Note: the existing Village Hall should
shortly be extended and re-furbished by the Trustees who are now responsible for it).
34. Please rate the following statements:
(1) The village is a safe place in which to live: SA 19; A 28: NV 0: D 0; SD 0;
(2) There is a sufficient police presence in the village: SA 0; A 9; NV 13; D 19; SD 5
35. Have you been the victim of a crime within the village? Y 14; N 3. Examples of the
crimes included 4 burglaries and an attempted break in; 4 cars broken into; 2 cement
mixers being stolen; and garden equipment being taken.
36. What can be done to improve security in the village? Answers by more than one
respondent were: reintroducing the Neighbourhood Watch scheme; having a greater
police presence; better street lighting, and more “No cold-calling” signs.
37. Do you agree that recycling provisions in the village are adequate? SA 4; A 21: NV 10;
D 9; SD 3
38. Would you support:
(1) A central composting facility for kitchen & garden waste? Y 18; N 21; Maybe 7
(Question raised before the current AVDC scheme)
(2) Village clean-up days to remove litter from footpaths, verges, etc? Y 38: N2; Maybe
6. (In fact such a day is held in the spring each year, and many bags of litter are
collected).
39. Do you think:
(1) There are enough litter /waste disposal points? Y 23: N 13; NV 8
(2) The village should have designated bonfire days and times? Y 16; N 16; NV 12
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40. What other measures should the village consider regarding environmental issues? The
only matter which was mentioned by more than one person was the provision of a further
dog litter bin.
41. What other points should be considered within the Village Plan? Again on-road parking
was mentioned, and the possible provision of a larger rubbish bin at the top of Lines Hill.
42. Are you aware of the Parish Council’s roles and responsibilities? Exactly 22; Roughly
23; Know it exists 1; No idea 0
43. Please rate the following statements:
(1) The Parish Council represents the views of the village: SA 6; A20; NV 13; D 6; SD 2
(2) The Parish Council has significant influence in local government decisions: SA 1; A
4; NV 7; D 24; SD9
(3) The Parish Council speaks for most members of the village: SA 1; A 22; NV 13; D 7;
SD 2
(4) AVDC & Bucks C. C. should delegate more power to the Parish Council in matters
concerning the village: SA 16; A 14; NV 7; D 7; SD 2
(5) The Parish Council acts as an effective advocate for the village in decisions taken by
other bodies like AVDC & Bucks C. C.: SA 7; A 12; NV 15; D 10; SD 2
(6) AVDC & Bucks C.C. support the aims and aspirations of the village: SA 0; A 3; NV
15; D 19; SD 9
44. Would you know how to apply to join the Parish Council? Y 30; N 14
45. How could the Parish Council improve its function? A numbers of suggestions were
made, but the only one which was duplicated was that the Parish Council was a clique
that represented the interests of its members. (A view with which those preparing this
Plan must, with respect, take issue).
46. Please rate the following statement: “the Church plays a vital role in Aston Abbotts”: SA
8; A 24; NV 9; D5; SD 1
47. Do you ever go to church? Y 25; N 22
48. If so, how often? Weekly 5; Monthly 4; Festivals 11; Annually 7; Less frequently 2
49. How important is it for the church to have its own vicar? V 5; I 14; NV 17; L 7;NAA 3
50. What other functions would you like to see the church being used for? Those ideas
which came from more than one respondent were : for classical music/concerts; and the
proposal that it might be converted into a village hall
51. What do you think should be done to improve the church? More than one respondent
suggested adding a kitchen and toilet. It was also suggested that the Church of England
should pay for anything done rather than the village
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7.2.1 MAP SHOWING LOCATION OF ASTON ABBOTTS
This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office ©
Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. 100019797 2010

23

7.2.2 DETAILED MAP OF ASTON ABBOTTS
This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office ©
Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. 100019797 2010
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7.2.3 DETAILED MAP OF ASTON ABBOTTS SHOWING
LISTED BUILDINGS
This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office ©
Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. 100019797 2010
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7.2.4 DETAILED MAP OF ASTON ABBOTTS SHOWING
CONSERVATION AREA
This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office ©
Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings. 100019797 2010
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7.2.5 MAP OF FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAY
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